
 

      
MINUTES OF ONE HUNDRETH SMU STUDENT SENATE                                      

       GENERAL MEETING 
 

            October 1, 2013 

     Hughes-Trigg Forum 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

The meeting was called to order by Parliamentarian Cornell at 3:35 P.M. 

II.    MOMENT OF SILENCE 

III.   ROLL CALL 

  

President Trespalacios   

Vice-President Malhi   

Secretary Ladner   

Chief of Staff Finnegan   

Parliamentarian Cornell   

Speaker Stephens   

Senator Adams   

Senator Arora    

Senator Barnes   

Senator Bonadelle A 

Senator Bouillion    

Senator Cavender    

Senator Conway   

Senator Dang   

Senator De Muth    

Senator Dombrowski   

Senator Downen   

Senator Finley   

Senator Forrest    

Senator Giap   

Senator Haidar   

Senator Harker   

Senator Hopkins    

Senator Hutcherson   

Senator Ibad E 

Senator Jo Santillan   

Senator Kezar   



Senator McAuliffe   

Senator Noyce   

Senator O’Connor    

Senator Osuchukwu    

Senator Pederson    

Senator Phillips    

Senator Pondrom    

Senator Pool A 

Senator Porter    

Senator Rodgers   

Senator Rothstein   

Senator Sher   

Senator Stoker E 

Senator Sunderland   

Senator Tuohy   

Senator Watts   

Senator Wilson   

Senator Writt   

Chair Elmazi A 

Chair Hami   

Vice Chair Ona    

Chair Lee    

Chair McCluskey   

Chair Norkett E 

Chair    

Chair Whelan  A 

          A - absent; T - tardy;  E - excused 
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IV.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The meeting’s agenda was approved with the addition of _the below items to Finance 

Committee new business____. 

This under Finance new business 

 Asian Council-$0/$1400 

 Water Polo- $90/$180 

 APALSA-$1600/$2,025 

 MSA-$800/$800 

 AMNESTY INTL- $1500/$1500 

    -$0/$200 

    -$800/$1600 

V.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes from the September 24, 2013 General Meeting were approved. 

VI.  SPEAKER’S PODIUM 

1.     Asian Council  

i.      Representatives from Asian Council stated that they would like 

to receive funding for a family weekend dinner that consists of 

Asian food instead of Italian food.  

VII. OFFICER REPORTS 

A. President Trespalacios  

i. Rutgers Game 

 This game is a blue out. 

ii. RECESS 

iii. Common Resolution Program 

iv.  Annual Student Light Tour  

  Questions 

Senator Dang: Can you let people to know it’s a blue out before Friday? 

President Trespalacios: I will. 

Parliamentarian Cornell: How many tickets did we sell? 

President: We did not sell 104 of the 200 we reserved 

B.    Vice President Malhi: 

ii.     One-on-one Program  

iii.   Make sure you are signed up 

iv.   Hughes-Trigg Renovation Wants  

(1)  Today we will look at a bill that look at plans to 

renovate the student center. I want to open up the floor 

for ideas, and I will present this to the administration.  

Motion to suspend the rules and call on people 

Ideas: 
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 Usable lounge  

 SMU themed restaurant 

 Pub 

 Communal eating spaces 

 Should not be an office building but more of a 

student center 

 Park n’ pony office 

 Banks 

 Computer place 

 Computer lab 

 More decorations 

 Froyo 

 Bowling Alley  

 Starbucks 

 Food in one central locations 

 Greek center 

 Restrooms on all levels 

 Charging stations for electronics 

 More meeting spaces  

 Storage space 

 Redo varsity 

v.     Plan for Resolving Parking Issues   

(1)  We are going to invite________ to answer questions 

about park and pony. We will also make a park n’ pony 

committee, let me know if you are interested.  

(2)  Time to get updates in senatorial forums.  

Senator Harker: The student concerns- mark Rhodes 

will be on panel. 

Senator Hopkins:  

  

C.   Secretary Ladner: 

i.      Attendance Emails  

a.     I will send you an email with everyone’s attendance and Tardy 

record.  

ii. Constituent Events  

 Instead of doing Meet and Greet, each group of senators will do an 

event for their constituents, so they can get to meet you.  

  

Questions: 

Senator Barnes: I still don’t understand what you mean by 

“constituent events”  

Secretary Ladner: It’s basically an open house with your fellow 

senators where you can invite your constituents and get to know 

them. 

  

D. Chief of Staff Finnegan: 
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i. No Report  

E. Speaker Stephens: 

 i. No Report  

F. Parliamentarian Cornell: 

i. No Report  

G. Executive Director Jones: 

 i. No Report  

  

VII.         COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a.     Senator Cavender as finance vice-chair standing in for Chair Whelan  

1.     Pig Skin Review should have been added as old business 

i.      Motion to suspend the rules and add pigskin to the old 

business. Passed 

Final vote: Passed 

A.   Finance Committee  

         New Business  

   Asian Council-$0/$1400 

   Water Polo- $90/$180 

   APALSA-$1600/$2,025 

   MSA-$800/$800 

   AMNESTY INTL- $1500/$1500 

      -$0/$200 

      -$800/$1600 

   

    

Old Business  

   Student Association Comptroller Office- 5,200/5,500 (16-0-0) 

CHAS- 3,310/4,500 (16-0-0) 

Ultimate Frisbee- 1,400/1,400 (16-0-0) 

   Pigskin Review -  

Motion to suspend the rules and see Asian Council as old business.  

 How much did they get last year?  

  Cavendar: $788 last year 

  Chief of Staff Finnegan: Can they fund food if it is culturally irrelevant?  

  Cavendar: Yes. 

Senator Rothstein: Because they came in today, do we vote on your 

decision for Magiaonos or their design to get Asian food.  

The comptroller office- finance did not fund their request for paint but did 

fund the rest of their request.  

 VP Malhi: Motion to see all old business but Asian council in block? Approved 

 Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to approve what is in block. Approved.  

Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to move Asian Council what they were funded 

last year, with the stipulation that per their request at Speaker’s Podium and the 

Finance Committee standards that they have to use the funds for Asian food.  

  Senator Rothstein: why is the event on Sunday? 

  Senator Cavender: That is the only day that they can do it. 
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President Tresalacios: IT does not matter how it was planned. IT is a 

matter of when they fund it. 

Chief of Staff Finnegan: I ask that you vote for this, but get rid of the 

stipulation that they have to use Asian Food. I think they should be able to 

do what they want. 

Vice President Malhi: I ask that we friendly amend to raise this to $1000 

because I don’t think attendance is an issue.  

Senator Finely: Finance Committee is not hateful, theirs was just not a 

good idea, and the information they gave us was inconsistent.  

Parliamentarian Cornell: According to the governing documents and 

finance committee standards, food is not allowed to be funded for except 

in the rare circumstance that the food is culturally significant to the event.  

I therefore think that to comply with our own rules we should fund them 

the same amount as last year, for the Asian food they have requested, but 

not increase it to $1000 

Senator Dang: I am their Liaison. I think we should fund them their 

money. IT is not just for Asians, it is open to the entire community. I think 

there is the bad relationship between Senate and Asian Council. I wish 

they had reached out to me before they needed my help.  

Senator Pondrom: Cornell, based on what you read, I think it meant the 

event needs to be culturally geared not the food. I think we should amend 

to get rid of the stipulation.  

Parliamentarian Cornell: The only reason I added the stipulation is 

because they themselves just told us they wanted to have Asian food, and 

because of the way the standards are written.  I think this is a silly 

stipulation personally, but as parliamentarian my job is to report on what 

the rules and standards say, no matter how silly or disagreeable I find 

them. 

Vice President Malhi: We should not be a punishing body. We should 

look at the fact that they misspoke to finance committee. 

Senator Writt: We tend to not fund for food because of the standards. Food 

should not be an attraction, they organization should be able to sustain 

itself.  

President Tresalacios: Since they are calling the event, “a dinner,” we 

should give them money for food. I also think it’s wrong that they have to 

eat a certain food because of their race. You need to help whenever you 

can. 

Parliamentarian Cornell:  Yes, but not to beat a dead horse, but under the 

rules dinners are not the type of event we are supposed to fund at all, in 

the past Finance Committee has bent the rules around the culturally 

significant food exception to give them money for various types of Asian 

food, but this year they didn’t bother to check the rules or contact their 

liaison Senator and messed up their request.  I’m all for giving them some 

funding but think that we should at least hold them to the rules we apply to 

everyone else.  And if anyone wants to revise that part or any other part of 

the standards feel free, I’ll help you draft a resolution to do so, like the one 
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I wrote that passed last week. 

Senator De Muth: I think that we should fund this since its family 

weekend. 

Senator Conway: It is not about the food but the people you are with. I’m 

hung up on why this is a real issue. 

 Vice Preisent Malhi: Motion to call to question. Approved. 

  Parliamentarian Cornell: This has to pass by ¾ . 

Senator Wilson: Is there a stipulation for food, or a stipulation of Asian 

food. 

  Senator Dang: They want to do Asian food now to simply just eat. 

Vote: 29 out of 43: Failed as certified by Parliamentarian Cornell, who voted for 

the motion. 

 Vice President Malhi: motion to fund for $1000 

 Vote: 32/43:  Passed as certified by Parliamentarian Cornell, who voted 

for the motion. 

Motion passed, finance committee recommendation overruled and Asian Council 

granted $1000.  

 

B.    Organizations 

New Business:  

 Surround Sound Poetry Club (Temporary): Approved 10-0-0 

 BBA Marketing Club (Temporary): Approved 10-0-0 

 Consulting Club (Probationary): Approved 10-0-0 

C. Scholarship  

  i. Scholarship Promotions  

Please take a poster, and place them around campus. We want as 

many applicants as possible.  

 D. Diversity  

   i. No Report  

  E. Membership  

  i. No Report    

F. Communications 

  i. Update on Campaigns  

Each senator will get a handful of gift cards so that constituents 

will come.  

  Design Request: SMUdesigns.wufoo.com/forms/smu 

 Committee Chairs: Be personable  

Questions: 

Senator Conway: Can they give us ideas in return for the gift cards 

or have them answer some kind of question?  

G. Endowment  

  i. Update 

  ii. FFE Fund $28,795 total/ $0 Spent  

iii. Save the Date: Senate Reunion  

 October 25th, 5-6 p.m. in the SAMSA Lobby.  

 Will count as office hour. Come in for just 45 minute blocks 

http://smudesigns.wufoo.com/forms/smu
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 We are working on Fundraising.  

 H. Student Concerns Committee 

  i. No Report  

  
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

F-13-10-07 A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE RELOCATION OF THE 

POLLOCK GALLERY 

- Chief of Staff Finnegan: Raise hands if you have not been to the Pollock 

Gallery (most chamber raises hand).  Parliamentarian Carlile last year did an 

informal survey and found that most people did not know about it. Vice 

President Malhi posted a status last night asking SMU students to like his status 

if they did not know what the Pollock Gallery was and/or had never been in it; 

the status got 71 likes and 20ish passionate comments in less than 24 hours. 

The purpose of this bill is not to close the Pollock Gallery but merely relocate 

it.  

- Senator Writt: We absolutely understand the value of the Pollock Gallery, but 

feel it should not be housed in Hughes-Trigg. It underutilizes space. 

- Senator Noyce: The Pollock Gallery is only open 28 hours a week and takes 

up about 1/4 of the space on that level of the Student Center. 

- Senator Harker: Who are the leaders in the SMU administration that can make 

this happen? 

- President Trespalacios: Dean Bowen and VP Lori White 

- Senator Wilson: Will you figure out where to move it before we shut it down? 

- Chief of Staff Finnegan: Yes, we are looking into Meadows and Expressway 

Towers. 

- Senator Pederson: If we renovate Hughes-Trigg, can we keep the Pollock 

Gallery and help advertise it? 

- Chief of Staff Finnegan: Yes, we can add this to Vice President Malhi's list of 

asks for the renovated building.  

X. OLD BUSINESS 

F-13-09-04 A RESOLUTION ON ADDING THE SMU VALUE 

STATEMENT TO THE WEEKLY SENATE AGENDA  

- Senator Forrest: This bill will make the SMU value statement be read at the 

beginning of every meeting, and Parliamentarian Cornell rewrote the legal 

language of it to make it constitutional by amending the Policies and 

Procedures.  
President Trespalacios: Motion to move into debate: Passed 

Senator Hopkins: Please pass it.  

Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to call the question: Passed 

Final Vote: Passed 

 

F-13-09-06 A RESOLUTION URGING THE SMU ADMINISTRATION TO 

COMMENCE RENOVATION OF THE HUGHES-TRIGG STUDENT 

CENTER BY 2017 

- President Trespalacios: This just says that we would urge the admin. by 2017 

to renovate the center.  
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- VP Malhi began to propose a change but he and Parliamentarian Cornell 

determined that it was unnecessary and thus the proposal was not made.  

- Senator Conway: Are you going to be in contact with the administration about 

this.  

President Trespalacios: Yes  

- Senator Cavender- We can all agree that the student center is a sad 

representation of student life on this campus. And focus on making it more 

vibrant and we should push it through.  

- Senator Bullion- Why 2017? 

- Parliamentarian Cornell- Because this side of the campus will already be 

under heavy construction from this summer through the end of 2016…  

- President Trespalacios- And because 2017 it will by the 30th year of HT.  

Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to call the question: Passed 

Final Vote: Passed 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Parliamentarian Cornell: Senator Harker, President Trespalacios, and I are serving 

on the main university committee dealing with the renovations to the 

main/Fondren library, and that committee will be having its first meeting of the 

year tomorrow.  Please feel free to send any or all of us any suggestions, thoughts, 

or other ideas that you might have. 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business the Student Senate adjourned at 5:20P.M.  


