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MINUTES OF THENINETY-NINTH SMU STUDENT SENATE                                      

       GENERAL MEETING 
 

                 October 8, 2013 

         Hughes-Trigg Forum 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

The meeting was called to order by Parliamentarian Cornell at 3:34 P.M. 

 

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

III.  ROLL CALL 

President Trespalacios  

Vice-President Malhi  

Secretary Ladner  

Chief of Staff Finnegan E 

Parliamentarian Cornell  

Speaker Stephens  

Senator Adams  

Senator Arora   

Senator Barnes  

Senator Bonadelle  

Senator Bouillion   

Senator Cavender   

Senator Conway  

Senator Dang A 

Senator De Muth   

Senator Dombrowski  

Senator Downen  

Senator Finley A 

Senator Forrest   

Senator Giap  

Senator Gracie  

Senator Haidar A 

Senator Harker A 

Senator Hopkins   

Senator Hutcherson  

Senator Ibad  

Senator Jo Santillan  

Senator Kezar  

Senator McAuliffe  

Senator Noyce  



 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           A - absent; T - tardy;  E – excused 

 

Senator O’Connor   

Senator Osuchukwu   

Senator Pederson   

Senator Phillips   

Senator Pondrom   

Senator Pool  

Senator Porter   

Senator Rodgers  

Senator Rothstein  

Senator Rushing  

Senator Sher  

Senator Stoker  

Senator Sunderland  

Senator Tuohy  

Senator Watts  

Senator Wilson T 

Senator Writt  

Chair Elmazi  

Chair Hami  

Vice Chair Ona   

Chair Lee   

Chair McCluskey  

Chair Norkett  

Chair Whelan  A 
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IV. VALUES STATEMENT 

a. I, as a citizen of the SMU community, commit myself to upholding the values 

of intellectual integrity, academic honesty, personal responsibility, and 

sincere regard and respect for all SMU students, faculty, and staff.  

V. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  

VII. SPEAKER’S PODIUM 

1. Mark Rhodes  

i. Director of parking and car services. The idea was to separate 

ourselves form the police department. We will be building a 

few more malls around campus. There are a lot of transitions 

coming forward, and challenges will come with that. The 

issues is that parking is not just for students and faculty, it also 

involves pedestrians which involves complexity. 

Questions:  

 VP Malhi: What is the earliest a new garage can open?  

Rhodes: The new garage is a part of the new residential 

commons. This will provide relief. The Simmons lot and 

the commuter Lott will be lost due to construction. There 

will also be a lot across from Airline, but we are not sure 

how much relief that will make. 

Senator Bouillion: Has your office considered not letting 

freshman have cars? 

Rhodes: I have made that suggestion. We plan to seriously 

look at restricting the parking for freshman. That would 

give us the capacity of the Binkley parking garage, which 

could potentially help. 

VP Malhi: Motion to extend speaker’s tie by 5 minutes. Passed. 

 Senator Barnes: Who parks in the Heroy parking lot? 

 Rhodes: That lot is for faculty and staff mainly.  

Senator Cavendar: What is the ratio of faculty to student 

lots? 

Rhodes: There are about 200 faculty spots to 1300 student 

spots. 

Chair Elmazi: If Park n Pony is out source, so the daily 

collections are going where? You could do things like fix 

cracks in the roads? 

Rhodes: Citations averaged $500,000 last year and it pays 

for parking enforcement. This also pays for the Giddy Up 

program. Some money is set aside for parking 

improvement.  

Chair Elmazi: Is there a reason there is a separation 

between commuter badges and resident badges? Why do 

they both pay the same amount? 
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Rhodes: There is some thought that if we made a 

differentiate the prices, than ……… 

Chair Elmzai: As far as event parking, it seems like you 

guys shove us into Airline. 

Rhodes: This is so that the Athletics can sell the spots to 

outsiders to generate revenue for sporting events. That is all 

the Athletics department not ours, so it is our policy 

naturally.  

Chair Lee: Have you considered assigned parking for 

Students? 

Rhodes: I’ve thought about “parking by location.” At A&M 

and UT, students are assigned to certain lots, whereas we 

just have zoning which causes traffic and spot sharking .We 

thought about allowing people to pick there spot online. 

Wherever signs up first, gets the better spots.  

Senator Rodgers: Is there a way to suspend the violations 

system? 

Rhodes: We will not suspend that program. There are three 

reasons (1) no sticker (2) parking without paying the 

meters, or (3) Parking in an unauthorized zone.  

2. Kayce Pederson 

i. I wanted to talk about a service opportunity, “Reason for a 

Reason.” We are bringing 150 first graders and reading to them 

on the lawn it will be next Friday from 1-3.  You just hang out 

with a first grader. If you want to sign up go to reading for a 

Readingforareason.com 

Questions: 

Senator Sher: Will I be assigned to a group? 

Senator Pederson: If you signed up, you don’t read you just 

sit with them. 

Senator Bouillion- When? 

Senator Pederson- …. 

Senator Giap: If you want to donate a book, please bring a 

book back from fall break. 

Senator Dang: What happens if it rains? 

Senator Pederson: We have the portico’s reserved.  

3. Michelle Ko  

i. I just wanted to come by and say thank you for supporting our 

event last weekend. We had a great turn out! We had 

entertainment. We had fun food and games for the families 

play. So thank you! This experience also taught us a lot about 

Senate.  

VII. OFFICER REPORTS 

A. President Trespalacios  

 i. Inauguration of Perkins Senator  

ii. Talent Show 
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a. There were a lot of Senate representatives in this! If you 

participated please stand up! That was the first time a comedian 

won a the 1st place for one act.  

iii. Town Hall 

This Thursday! Please show up. There will be food provided so 

please tell your constituents.  

iv. Parking  

The meeting I had with Mark Rhodes yesterday was productive. 

But in order to fix the issues we need to hear the student voices. So 

we will organize a committee that consists of Rhodes and a couple 

of senators who will come up solutions, and I will then present the 

solutions to President Turner. It is better to tackle the issues now 

instead of after the construction starts. If you are interested in 

serving on the board, please raise your hands and we will get back 

with you.  

v. SMU Student Section  

Possibly between the 40 lines. WE will see what steps to follow.  If 

you want to help me with this let me know.  

Senator Bonadelle: IS there a committee that improving the student 

section in general? 

President: We will start with the group who wants to move the 

student section to begin with.  

 Senator Rothstein: What time is the town hall?  

 President: From 5-6 

B. Vice President Malhi: 

ii. One-on-one Program  

(1) We started today. The day before your one on one- 

Secretary Ladner will email reminding you.  

iii. Meeting with John Hall  

(1) We talked about extending the add/drop day. Vanderbilt 

has a 7 day adding period and an 15 day drop period. 

Other schools have similar, so it is possible for us. 

However, there are some logistical stuff that will make 

it a little bit difficult. We are thinking maybe a 6 day 

add period. 

iv. Meeting with Stephanie DuPaul 

(1) Me, Finnegan, and President Trespalacios to start 

conversations with Provost Ludden. We are thinking 

about a university course that teaches the LSAT or the 

MCAT.  

Senator Conway: if the drop period is longer than the 

add period, than you have to be mindful of what you 

drop. 

VP: It is also being mindful of professors. So Professors 

do not have to reteach.  

Senator Pederson: When you say ten days, you mean 
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class day or calendar days? 

VP: class days. 

Senator Aroroa: Transfer Transcripts …. 

VP: it will be looked into 

Senator Hopkins: What is there more days to drop 

classes and less to add? 

VP: so it does not hurt the faculty.  

Chair McClusky: Why do we currently have 5 days? 

VP: Apparently it used to be longer and then there was 

an issue so they reduced it. 

Senator Cavender: More than half of administrators just 

care about professors.  

C. Secretary Ladner: 

i. Constituent Event  

a. Have what you are going to do for your constituent event 

reported by next Friday. Have the event done by mid-

November. 

ii. Next Week – Since there is no Senate next week there is no office hours  

D. Chief of Staff Finnegan: 

i. No Report  

E. Speaker Stephens: 

 i. No Report  

F. Parliamentarian Cornell: 

i. Just a reminder, there is no such thing as a point of information, there is 

a request for information, but it is to ask for information, not to interrupt 

someone who is speaking so that you can give information.  If someone is 

speaking and you urgently have something to report you can attract their 

attention and get them to yield to you, or if absolutely necessary and 

appropriate you can raise whatever it is you wish to raise via a Point of 

Personal Privilege.  

G. Executive Director Jones: 

 i. No Report  

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Finance – Report made by Vice Chair Cavender 

New Business: 
Men's Club Soccer- 420/420 (13-0-0) 

The Union- 800/1,053 (13-0-0) 

Did not get their budget request in on time, and we treated them like everyone 

else. 

Ice Hockey Club- 1,786/1,786 (13-0-0) 

 They gave a great presentation 

NPHC- 960/1,551 (13-0-0) 

 We did not fund sending an advisor to a conference next week.  

VSA- 431/431 (13-0-0) 

Old Business: 
   Water Polo- $90 /200 (11-0-0) 

    APALSA- $1,600 /2025 (11-0-0) 

   Office of Multicultural Student Affairs- $800 /800 (11-0-0) 

   Amnesty International- $500/1500 (9-1-1); 0/200 (11-0-0); 800/2000 (11-0-1) 
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Motion to see old business in block. Approved. 

Motion to approve. Approved.  

B. Organizations 

New Business: 
Water Polo Club (Full): Approved 6-0-1 

University Libertarians (Probationary): Approved 7-0-0  

Old Business: 
Surround Sound Poetry Club (Temporary): Approved 10-0-0 

BBA Marketing Club (Temporary): Approved 10-0-0 

Consulting Club (Probationary): Approved 10-0-0 

Motion to see old business in block. Approved. 

Motion to approve old business. Approved.  

C. Scholarship  

  i. Scholarship Promotions   

Thanks putting up posters and posting about the scholarship 

applications last week. Please make posts about the scholarships on 

the following schedule:  

   Monday - special interests, Dedman I, and Simmons  

Tuesday- Perkins, Dedman II, and first year  

Wednesday - Meadows and Cox 

Thursday - Law, Lyle, and transfer  

Friday - committee chairs, exec and officers  

  Questions: 

Senator Stoker: If you missed your days then can we do it at any 

time? 

   Chair Hami: Yes.. 

D. Diversity  

   i. No Report  

  E. Membership  

  i. New Business  
   Hispanic-American Senator: Danielle Zarate  
   Cox Senator: Paige Witthar 

   Lyle Senator: Emmanuel Adedeji    
F. Communications 

  i. Update on Campaigns  

-fixitsenate- we have begun making posters about this. It is cool 

and we can now look up the tag online. That will start this week. 

-Senate and the Big Comfy Council – We will put a couch on the 

boulevard. we will have coffee for students.  

   -Senate Float- We would like to do it, if it’s not too late.  

    Senator Bouillion: I talked to Taylor and it will not late.  

  Questions:  

   Senator Stoker: is the hashtag for physical things or anything? 

   Vice Chair: physical and community. 

G. Endowment  
 Correction: FFE Fund has ~$14,000, not $28,000- Now it’s back down from the original.  

Senate Reunion Time change: October 25th, 5-6pm in SAMSA This has to shorter 

because someone else needs the room. 

Various Updates  
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H. Student Concerns Committee 

  i. No Report  

 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

F-13-10-08 A BILL ALLOCATING TO THE GRADUATE COUNCILS THE 

FUNDS TO WHICH THEY ARE CONSTITUTIONALLY ENTITLED AND 

HAVE UNCONSTITUTIONALLY BEEN DENIED 

 

Parliamentarian Cornell: We made a change to the bylaws next year regarding 

funding. It should have gone into effect but it didn’t. This would make sure that 

the regular system goes into effect.  

Senator Cavender: Have you spoken to Chris Regis about making it happen this 

semester? 

Cornell: They would tell finance committee that they have a certain amount to 

allocate and we would take a sum to make up for what should have already gone 

to the grad councils from that. 

Senator Barnes: Where does it say that it goes into effect? 

Cornell: When you change the bylaws, the change goes into effect immediately 

unless you attach a rider that stipulates the change will go into effect at a later 

time.  There was no rider here so legally it went into effect once it was passed, 

despite its not being implemented or any other considerations. A rider is just a 

small parenthetical in the text that says something will start later or end after a 

specified time, for instance the rider in the by-laws currently in effect that says 

the provision creating the centennial committee will expire and auto-delete after 

the 2015-2016 school year. 

President Trespalacios: The administration makes things happen when they can.  

JJ: When the piece was passed, the senate allocates money in the fall in the 

spring. This legislation passed in the spring after the money was already 

allocated for fall. So this can only happen for fall of 2015.  

President Trespalacios: Are the other authors’ opinions important in this piece? 

Cornell: All of them agree, except the new senators.  

Senator Cavender: What is the purpose of this? 

Cornell: To get money for the grad schools. This should have already gone into 

effect.  

Senator Harker: Is it physically possible to do this for the spring? 

JJ: No because everything is included in the annual budget.  

Senator Harder: I no longer support this. 

JJ: When you make the allocation for the New Year, we will include the 75% 

taken off and everything will work out. Last year the budget had already been 

set so there was no way to include it. 

Senator Harker: Does the change to the finance committee standards have any 

bearing on this? 

Cornell: No, that resolution simply deleted a discriminatory provision that 

singled out law/SBA organizations and meant that law/SBA organizations had 
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no incentive to be chartered, because even if they were chartered they wouldn’t 

have been able to get a budget. 

Senator Barnes: If this passes, what would the effects be? 

JJ: would not happen. 

Senator Barnes: so this is pointless? 

JJ: It would cause a mess.  

Cornell: For the spring, we can allocate money from the chartered fund and the 

senate fund just like finance committee does every week. 

IX. OLD BUSINESS 

F-13-10-07 A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE RELOCATION OF THE 

POLLOCK GALLERY 

  Motion to table. Approved.  

X. SENATORIAL FORUM 

Legislation Updates:  

Finance Committee standard-went into effect. 

Values Statement- went into effect.  

 

XI. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

President Trespalacios: William O’Connor’s 21st birthday 

Library Renovation People- if you have thoughts let us know. 

President Trespalacios has a meeting with Library Dean McCombs 

about the renovation and Parliamentarian Cornell and Senator Harker 

are on the main renovation committee. 

Senator Dang: SAMSA is taking 5 more people to the State Fair for 

free. 

Chair Elmazi: Hispanic heritage month starts soon in the theatre.  

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

 

As there was no further business, the Senate meeting adjourned at 5:04 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Katherine Ladner    

Student Body Secretary 


