
 
 

M I N U T E S  O F  T H E  1 0 3 r d  S T U D E N T  S E N A T E 

G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  –  H U G H E S - T R I G G  F O R U M 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Speaker 

Stovall at 3:33 pm. 

II. VALUES STATEMENT 

I, as a citizen of SMU community, commit 

myself to upholding the values of intellectual 

integrity, academic honesty, personal 

responsibility, and sincere regard and respect 

for all SMU students, faculty, and staff. 

III. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

IV. FIRST ROLL CALL 

 

 

 We passed on bill on Bike Safety 

this week! 

 

Next Chamber, 11/1/16. 
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    A – absent; T – tardy; E – excused 

 

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion to amend the agenda and add ABS to Speaker’s Podium. Motion to amend the agenda to 

add Senator Santoyo to Senatorial Forum. Motion to approve the agenda as amended. The agenda 

was approved. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Motion to approve the minutes. The minutes from the previous meeting of the 103nd Student 

Senate were approved.  

 

III.  SPEAKER’S PODIUM 

a. Aren Cambre, Office of Information Technology 

1. Mobility related solutions on campus? 

2. SMU Mobile, just a start, significant usage at the beginnings of semesters.  

3. Senator Gordon: 

i. Integrating Mac’s Place, placing orders online and then picking them up. 

4. Secretary Jones: 

i. Signing in and staying signed in. 

5. Chief of Staff Reppond: 

i. If we can find dining hours on the app. 

ii. SMU Uber integration 
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Senator Samuel  
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Senator Scambray  
Senator Schlinkert E 
Senator Shipman  
Senator Shirzad  
Senator Spencer  
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Senator Wells  
Senator Worley T 
Chair Buerkle  
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(1) Mark Rhodes of Parking has acquired a separate app that will 

hopefully solve some of those problems. 

iii. An idea of how full the parking lots are. 

6. Senator Cantrell: 

i. Lose their student i.d. as they get older. At UT they have an online i.d. as 

well as a physical one. 

7. Senator Ovenshire: 

i. Some type of connection with giddy-up. 

(1) That is the app I was talking about earlier. Get up with Mark 

Rhodes. 

8. Senator Adams: 

i. If it is possible to log in for a semester on the app not just 8 hours. 

9. Chair Hermeling: 

i. The calendar on this app only has a few things, it doesn’t have all events.  

b. Entrepreneurship Club – Tristan Sandor V.P. and Arthur Work President. 

1. Venture Capitalist Titans coming to campus to our event. Speaker series. 

Talking for about an hour and then a Q&A and catered networking session. We 

would love to have your support. If we could get a mass email before Thursday, 

or any other type of social engagement.  

2. Ross Perot Jr., Anurag Jain, Joe Beard. 

3. We want to reach more than just business majors. 

4. Crum Auditorium, Collins Center, Thursday 5-7 p.m.  

5. V.P. Fletcher: Can you send me all this information? 

i. Is there an official name? 

(1) Fall Venture Capitalist Symposium 

c. ABS – Curtis Faulkner 

1. Black Honors Gala, 11.03.16, 8:30 p.m. 

2. Representatives from a ton of umbrella organizations have created Congress of 

Black Organizations. 

3. Celebration of Black Elegance during Homecoming. 

4. Not only for black community, it’s for everyone at SMU. 

5. Senator Agarrwal: Why doe sit say only undergraduate students can come? 

i. Anyone can come that’s my mistake. 

6. Senator McLaughlin: What is the dress code? 

i. Business casual or dress to impress. 

 

IV. REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES WITH NEW OR OLD BUSINESS 

a. Finance Committee – Vice Chair James “Peach” Kuchler presiding. 

1. New Business 

i. Pigskin Revue………………..……..………………...…$7000/$8275 9-3-0 

ii. Student Senate Endowment Committee...………...….$303/$303 12-0-0 

iii. SMU Law Board of Advocates………………………..…….. Tabled 8-0-0 

iv. SMU Men’s Club Soccer…………………………..……$1220/1220 13-0-0 

v. Loyd, Kathy Crow, and Ware…………………………...…..$0/650 13-0-0 

vi. Theta Tau………………………………………………..….$250/850 13-0-0 

vii. Association of Black Students…………………….$1670/4820 11-2-0 

viii. Indian Student Association…………………………$780/2100 13-0-0 

ix. Student Senate Endowment Committee………………..$800/800 13-0-0 

x. Russian Club………………………………..……………….$750/1550 7-4-4 
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2. Old Business: 

i. African Student Association…………..……..…….…$4460/$10,000 8-3-0 

ii. Mustang Fitness...………………………………………...….$0/$525 11-0-0 

iii. Cox MBA Rugby Club……………..………………....….$4045/6560 11-0-0 

iv. SMU Polo Club.…………………………………………..$2320/2320 10-1-0 

v. Amnesty International………………..………………..$431/437.27 10-1-0 

vi. Russian Club…………………………………………………$810/820 11-0-0 

vii. Texas Society of Professional Engineer……………...…...….$0/80 14-0-0 

viii. SMU Dance Marathon …………………………….……$3000/3000 14-0-0 

ix. Net Impact Club………………………………………..…….$0/3726 14-0-0 

x. Student Concerns Committee………………………………..$75/75 14-0-0 

xi. Program Council…………………………………...…….$1000/2700 12-2-0 

xii. Mustang Mavericks…………………………………$14,650/22,400 14-0-0 

3. Motion to see old business in block. Motion to approve the committee’s 

recommendation in block. Motion to approve. 

b. Organizations Committee 

1. New Business: 

i. Recommend Temporary Charter 

(1) MASH 

(2) National Association of Black Accountants 

(3) Society of Petroleum Engineers 

ii. Recommend Revocation 

(1) Graduate Economics Club 

(2) Hip Hop Club 

(3) Persian Student Society 

(4) Saudi Students Association 

(5) SMU Water Polo Club 

(6) Triathlon Club 

2. Old Business: 

i. Recommend Temporary Charter 

(1) Rotaract Club……………………………………6-0-1 

(2) Running Club……………………………………6-0-0 

(3) Unicef Initiative………………………………...6-0-0 

3. Motion to see old business in block. Motion to approve old business in block. 

  

V. NEW BUSINESS 

a. S-103-5 by Mr. Adams of Dedman, relating to Expanding Viewpoint Diversity at 

Southern Methodist University 

1. This is a bill to support diverse viewpoints no matter what, in faculty and 

endorse Chicago Principles of Free Expression.  

2. Senator Kosub: What was the Cruz incident? 

i. They wanted to bring Ted Cruz’s father, Rafael Cruz Sr. to campus, and 

he has said some very derogatory remarks, and a senate wanted to defund 

the event. This bill is for free expression both ways so that no matter 

what the opinions are they have a right to free speech. 

3. Senator Ovenshire: This is interesting, how are those different than what we 

have? 

i. They are very similar. 
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ii. Follow up: Have you considered finding a new use on the student body vs. 

changing the principles because they are so similar? 

4. Senator McLaughlin: Is this tangible or intangible, a statement, a principles 

change, a cultural change? 

i. I’d like them to make a statement yes, I would like a change in the 

culture of the faculty also.  

ii. Follow up: Change in mission of university or just a statement? 

(1) I’d like for administration to decide that. 

5. Senator Kosub: How do you draw the line between things that are and aren’t 

acceptable, who makes that decision, and who audits that person? 

i. We absolutely shouldn’t accept slurs or bodily harm, but genuine 

disagreements in academia must be respected. Things that are explicitly 

meant to diminish someone’s rights shouldn’t be accepted. 

ii. Follow up: How do you prevent bias? 

(1) I think there is bias now. When we have more diverse and more 

conversation we can check the bias. 

6. Senator Cantrell: Outside of that one individual and the faculty statistics, can 

you give any other examples of why this should endorse this bill. 

i. SMU in general, I have seen instances that professors have very clear 

ideologies and many of them are coming from the same position.  

ii. Follow up: I believe that professors don’t specifically impose beliefs on 

students, so shouldn’t that be on the student? 

(1) We can’t necessarily give a substantial challenge to professors as 

students. We want professors to have equal viewpoints and so that 

you as a student get an even education. 

7. Speaker Stovall: I am going to let questions to continue unless someone raises a 

point of order. 

8. Chair Cox: Are you aware that through our weekly Black at SMU meetings, we 

have a plan in place to expand the diversity and knowledge of professors?  

i. I’d love to talk to more. 

9. Senator Catlin: How would the enforcement of the Chicago Principles work? 

i. Make the statement that these are the principles we support, and then 

allow people with differing viewpoints come to campus. I don’t believe 

there should be punishments, but when students try and block other 

students right to free speech should address them and not allow them to 

do so. 

10. Chief of Staff Reppond: I don’t understand the entirety of the Chicago Principles, 

I believe this is lacking in substance. Is there anything we could do to promote 

the understanding of the principles? 

i. This bill won’t be coming up for three weeks into old business so you have 

plenty of time to ask me questions and review them. 

ii. Follow up: Would you mind attaching a link to the Chicago Principles 

please. 

11. Senator Samuel: Is there any concern that this bill could help allow people who 

directly address and diminish a community on campus? 

i. I think this would allow you to bring a speaker in to challenge that 

speaker directly.  

12. Chair Silensky: I have heard you citing events at other universities, have you 

thought about doing research here and putting it in the bill? 
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13. Senator Klein: Is there anything particular that motivated you to write this 

because I don’t see any differences between what we have now and what you are 

trying to do? 

i. I can cite some differences; this won’t be a big difference for SMU. We 

haven’t had many events on our campus luckily, but that doesn’t mean we 

wont have them in the future. 

14. Senator Healey: Are you aware that in the Chicago Principles there are a lot of 

gray area, and that our policies are already very specific? 

i. With academic discourse, I believe we have the obligation to facilitate free 

expression. We can modify this if you see this as an issue. 

15. Senator Santoyo:  I have concerns with some lines, would this be taking away 

peoples right to protest? 

i. No, this supports protest, but not repress someone’s free speech. 

b. S-103-06 by Messrs. Rainey, Jones, and DeVera, relating to the Faculty Senate 

Resolutions on Campus Safety 

1. The president of faculty senate came and spoke to us about their campus safety 

initiative. They wanted our support, and we gave it verbally, but she asked for us 

to formally pass something. This is the exact same bill we saw then, we are 

passing it now to give it more weight. 

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

a. S-103-4 by Mr. Lucci of Lyle, relating to Bicycle Policy Reform 

1. Breaks down issues of: lack of bicycle racks, the need for bicycle storage in dorms 

of winter and spring breaks to avoid theft, and the implantation of bike lanes. 

We are asking for the university to allow students to put bikes in a specific room 

in their commons, it asks for bike racks in the Fondren Science area, and then 

paint bike lanes in certain areas on campus, and ask them to enter into talks 

with University Park to put bicycle lanes on some UP Roads. 

2. Chief of Staff Reppond: For the amount of cyclists that we have, I don’t think it 

merits putting in bicycle lanes. They are trying to move towards pedestrian 

traffic, and I doubt that they would do this. I would ask that we put that portion 

in block and voting on everything else and asking you to meet with Phillip 

Jabour to talk this through.  

3. Parliamentarian DeVera: We must motion to divide the motion, debate on the 

first part, debate on the second. 

4. Chair Hermeling: Have you looked at the costs of bike racks and bike lanes? 

i. I’ve looked into outside companies, for the bike lanes it would cost $3000 

per section of street.  

5. Senator Kosub: Are you planning to propose infrastructure around the bike rack 

like concrete? 

i. I’m considering putting a bike rack on the opposite side of where the one 

is now, and I will look into that. 

6. Motion to enter into debate. Entered debate. 

i. Chief of Staff Reppond: I would ask that you vote for this, and this sets a 

precedent to pass legislation that we can’t fulfill or won’t be completed. I 

think the best outcome for this is to separate the part on bike lanes and 

vote on the rest of this.  
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ii. Senator Kosub: I would ask that everyone follow along with COS Reppond. 

My bike was stolen, and on the same day 10 others were stolen as well. To 

have somewhere to put it over the break would be invaluable.  

iii. Senator Shirzad: I urge everyone to vote in favor of this, all parts of the 

legislation. I think this could help with a few different things. Studies 

have proven that when bike lanes are put on campus that health 

improves. Dallas was ranked the worst city in the nation to own a bike, I 

think we could become a pioneer for the city. We are the top of the Katy 

Trail, downtown is implementing bike lanes downtown to connect you to a 

trail to White Rock, if we do this we could connect ourselves to that. 

League of American Bicyclists release a list of colleges who are 

implementing bicycle friendly regulations. I don’t see why we should be so 

cautious as a chamber.  

iv. Motion to divide the motion and remove lines 9.5 -11, second half of 22-23, 

42-60, 129-135, 25-35, 66-71, 137-145. Seconded. Motion passed. 

(1) S-103-06 without lines 9.5 -11, second half of 22-23, 42-60, 129-135, 

25-35, 66-71, 137-145. 

(a) Senator Samuel: If you want this, think about what you 

have to sacrifice for bikes in dorms. 

(b) President Rainey: Motion to call the question. Motion 

approved. 

(c) Chair Lucci: The bills we’ve passed so far have been about 

us, this bill is about the lives of students not the chamber. I 

urge you consider that as you vote on this. 

(d) S-103-06 without lines 9.5 -11, second half of 22-23, 42-60, 

129-135, 25-35, 66-71, 137-145 passed. 

(2) Lines 9.5 -11, second half of 22-23, 42-60, 129-135, 25-35, 66-71, 

137-145. 

(a) Chair Hermeling: Who would pay for the $3000 per street 

bike lanes? 

(i) Most likely, it would come from the Facilities 

Management Budget for miscellaneous expenses. The 

only street we would pay for is Bishop, the other streets 

are owned by University Park.  

(b) Senator Ovenshire: What have you done in relation to 

working with the school? 

(i) I started on this with our former Student Body 

President. Then I talked with Outdoor Adventures in 

their bike-leasing department, they sent me to Risk 

Management. Right now, there are legal issues with 

bicycles riding on pedestrian walkways as well as riding 

on streets without bike lanes, and the implementation 

of bike lanes could alleviate these. 

(c) Motion to enter into debate. Entered debate. 

(d) Motion to call the question. Question was called. 

(e) Point of Order Senator Cantrell: What does this do? 

(i) We put it back into the original bill. From now on 

use Point of Parliamentary Inquiry for questions like 

that. 
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(f) Chair Lucci: This promotes safety and with the diversion of 

pedestrian and bicycle traffic in coming years as a result of 

the construction of the new practice facility, this is a good 

thing for the university. 

(g) Lines 9.5 -11, second half of 22-23, 42-60, 129-135, 25-35, 

66-71, 137-145 were added back into S-103-06. 

 

VII. OFFICER REPORTS 

a. President Rainey: 

1. Senior Class Gift Committee, if you are a senior and would like to join this please 

do. 

2. Chairs, one on ones are coming again. 

3. We will not be meeting as a chamber on November 8th, we encourage you to go 

vote, and ask your constituents to go vote. 

i. Senator Adams: You can’t take photographs within 100 feet of the poll. 

Don’t take a picture of your ballot cause you could be arrested. 

ii. Chair Cox: Hughes Trigg is an early voting sight. 

b. Vice-President Fletcher: 

1. Heigi collab group meets tomorrow at 4:30 in Suite 300.  

2. Liaison organizations, sending your liaison assignments through Will tonight. By 

midnight tonight please sign up for 5 Organizations.   

i. If you can’t find a liaisons information please send me an email. 

3. If you haven’t done a meet and greet yet please do. 

4. A&M has a position within their senate that specifically does research for every 

piece of legislation that is proposed. Sort of a legislative advisor, they are a 

student.  

i. Chair Lucci: Is that not the point of one on ones?  

(1) Yes and no, this position is specifically for research on bills not 

advice on them. 

5. Senator Kosub: How do we sign up for organizations? 

i. It is a google form, and it will come from Will.  

6. Chief of Staff Reppond: How would that position work, would they sit in chamber 

with us? 

i. Anytime there is a piece in the works this persons sole job is to do 

research and advises the person writing it on exactly how to write it and 

who to talk to.  

7. Chair Hermeling: Did you know that it might be a good idea that we could add 

this under the parliamentarian’s job? 

c. Secretary Jones: 

1. Send me your updates for the month by October 31st. 

2. By-Laws are updated! 

d. Chief of Staff Reppond: 

1. No Report. 

e. GAO Potter: 

1. No Report. 

f. Parliamentarian DeVera: 

1. That position that Nicki was talking about is already me. Please come talk to me 

about your legislation, any questions or anything you can ask of me please come 

do it.  
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2. Senate Bonding idea 

i. Basketball intramural team? 

g. Speaker Stovall: 

1. I am disappointed in leadership not submitting written reports. Please keep your 

leadership accountable.  

2. When I asked for your vote, I wanted to make chamber more efficient, yet we are 

here at 15 after 5. I think we are doing good work. Efficiency, my thinking is that 

if we wrote down reports, and had them 24 hours in advance, you could read 

them and be ready for questions.  

3. Senator Blakely: Is there a way to keep the leadership in check? 

i. No. Senators are held accountable with tardies and absences. I'd welcome 

legislation applying the same system for those who don't submit reports. 

h. Executive Director Jones: 

1. No Report.  

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Communications: 

1. Logo designs, we need a new logo cause it’s technically illegal for us to be using 

the one we are now! 

2. Review of logo and tshirt designs. 

3. Senator Kosub: Point of Order: Chair has gone over her time. Point of order 

respectfully overruled. 

4. Who has not taken their photo? 

i. Scambray 

ii. Charkhkar 

iii. Hartley 

iv. Reppond 

5. Please invite more people to our events on facebook. 

6. Senator Adams: Is it possible to avoid having a white logo on a black background? 

7. Senator Healey: Frocket on the shirt? 

i. Potentially. 

b. Diversity: 

1. Diversity has decided to do one more event this semester. 

2. What if we put together an event where our diverse communities could come 

together and not think about the hostility and violence going on but have a day 

to celebrate our cultures? 

3. We have a lot of plans for next semester.  

4. Senator Samuel: Are you aware that KDChi and DST are having a culture fair 

and you might want to reach out to them? 

c. Endowment: 

1. Things are going great for the Student to Student. We are at the crossing or the 

bridge from 12-3:30 ish all week. 

2. Our goal is $1000 by Friday, online we’ve received $140, over $200 in cash. 

3. If we reach our goal by Friday, our Scholarship will be matched by two former 

student body presidents. Taylor Russ and Taylor Martin. 

4. Senator Healey: Only a few people have signed up for Thursday and Friday, we 

have chick-fil-a coming! 

d. Investments: 
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1. No Report. 

e. Membership: 

1. We have 1 Cox vacancy and 2 Simmons vacancies and apps close on Friday. 

2. I think it would be cool if in Suite 300 around the ping pong table we could do 

once a week or twice a month bring someone in to play ping pong with us, 

someone who would usually come to speaker’s podium. 

f. Scholarships: 

1. Please go to your groupmes to apply to SMU Scholarships. 

g. Student Center: 

1. Organizations application for rooms in Suite 300 will be sent out in a few weeks.  

h. Student Concerns: 

1. Caffeine and Concerns, 8:30-11:30 coffee and doughnuts. Please put it in the 

groupmes and share our stuff on facebook.  

 

IX. SENATORIAL FORUM 

a. Chair Lucci: 

1. Will be going next week. 

b. Senator Shirzad: 

1. We have seven different committees, Student Affairs, Buildings and Grounds, 

Finance, Investments, DEA, Athletics, Academics 

i. We’ve been talking about in Student Affairs crime spikes this year 

specifically towards alcohol violations and hospital visits, as well as 

mental health issues and diversity. 

ii. President Rainey: What is the senior gift committee? 

(1) Senior class decides on a gift to give to the university, a 

fundraising campaign by just seniors. 10 seniors on this committee 

to decide what the gift should be. 

iii. Chair Ehmcke: Am I correct in thinking that if you donate into the 

Student-to-Student campaign that counts as giving back to your school as 

well? 

(1) Yes, but in other rankings there are also things that look at just 

senior giving back. 

 

X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Relay for Life table tomorrow! 

b. SMU Rugby won 40-0 this weekend! 

 

 

XI. SECOND ROLL CALL 

 

President Rainey  
VP Fletcher E 
Secretary Jones  
GAO Potter E 
Chief of Staff Reppond  
Speaker Stovall  
Parliamentarian DeVera  
Senator Adams  
Senator Aggarwal  
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XII. ADJOURNMENT  

 

As there was no further business, the October 25th meeting of the 103rd Student Senate was 

adjourned at 5:55 by Speaker Stovall. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Will Jones 

Student Body Secretary  

 


