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MINUTES OF THE ONE HUNDREDTH 

           SMU STUDENT SENATE 

GENERAL MEETING 
 

November 12, 2013 

Hughes-Trigg Forum 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

The meeting was called to order by Parliamentarian Cornell at 3:36 P.M. 

 

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

III.  ROLL CALL 

 

President Trespalacios  

Vice-President Malhi  

Secretary Ladner  

Chief of Staff Finnegan  

Parliamentarian Cornell  

Speaker Stephens T 

Senator Adams  

Senator Arora   

Senator Barnes  

Senator Bonadelle  

Senator Bouillion   

Senator Cavender  T 

Senator Conway  

Senator Dang  

Senator De Muth  T 

Senator Dombrowski T 

Senator Downen  

Senator Finley  

Senator Forrest   

Senator Giap  

Senator Haidar  

Senator Harker  

Senator Hopkins   

Senator Hutcherson T 

Senator Ibad  

Senator Jo Santillan E 

Senator Kezar  

Senator Laurie  A 

Senator McAuliffe  
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Senator Noyce  

Senator O’Connor   

Senator Osuchukwu   

Senator Pederson  E 

Senator Phillips   

Senator Pondrom   

Senator Pool  

Senator Porter   

Senator Rodgers  

Senator Rothstein  

Senator Rushing  

Senator Sher  

Senator Stoker  

Senator Sunderland  

Senator Tuohy  

Senator Watts  

Senator Wilson T 

Senator Writt  

Chair Elmazi  

Chair Hami  

Chair  Ona   

Chair Lee   

Chair McCluskey  

Chair Norkett  

Chair Whelan   

 

 

 A - absent; T - tardy;  E – excuse
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IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion  to approve. Approved 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

a. Motion to Approve minutes 

   Approved.  

VI. SPEAKER’S PODIUM 

1. Lauren Burges 

i. The Cowboys and Indians Party. 

(1) I found it offensive. I as a chocktaw. I saw people 

making fun of my culture and skimpy clothes. I am 

shakin’ because I thought that I am in a safe 

environment. I want to educate the student. Native 

American is the proper term. I would like to protect my 

values and culture. What you all did is equivalent to 

dressing up in black face or dressing up as “Mexicans.’ 

I want to educate you all, because there is clearly a lack 

of understanding. This just isn’t right. 

(2) Questions: 

(a) Senator Pondrom: Was this a frat party? 

Lauren: Yes. 

President Trespalacios: Are you aware that 

student senate will help you educate the student 

body?  

Lauren:  Yes, that’s why I came here today. 

2. Chair Elmazi and Senator McAuliffe 

i. This is in regards to a party that was culturally inappropriate. 

Members of that fraternity has addressed the issue to the 

administration. A school in California had a “Censiarea” party 

that was offensive so the student government wrote a 

legislation to resolve it. Would you all be interested in that.  

ii. Questions: 

(1) Senator Ibad: Why was this not addressed a few years 

ago.  

(2) Chair Elmazi: Well this has been going on for a while 

and groups have come to senate to address it.  

(3) President: Do you think you can approach IFC to make 

them have a pledge not to throw parties like this? 

(4) Senator McAuliffe: we plan to do write legislation. 

(5) Chair Whelan: Where you aware that this event was 

originally “Wild Wild West.” 

(6) Chair Elmzai: Yes, but it was advertised as Cow Boys 

and Indians. 

(7) Senator Pondrom: Have you considered that the people 

you are counting on have not done their job? 
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(8) Senator McAuliffe:  

(9) Senator Witthar: Are you open to addressing all kinds 

of themed parties, like military themed party. 

(10) Chair Elmazi: Yes, but the issue is that some parties 

are vague but we want to addres them all.  

(11) Senator Rothstein: Have you considered other kinds 

of guidelines.  

(12) Senator McAuliffe: IF we had guidelines, we can 

address all aspect of these parties.  

(13) Senator Finley: Have you considered seminars and 

educational functions to get rid of these issues as 

opposed to telling them what they can and cannot do. 

(14) Senator McAuliffe: Yes.  

(15) Chair McCluskey: why is this being addressed 

through Senate.  

3. Meadows Senators 

i. Senator Haidar 

(1) We had our meet and Greets today and it went very 

well. It was from1-3 in the Atrium. We had a lot of 

students write down ideas. We had a long conversation 

with someone about Meadows awareness. A lot of their 

events are free and open to everyone. We are having an 

interest meeting for a possible arts festival in meadows. 

We would like to have an ad-hoc committee to do this. 

We plan to hold it on the lawn and not meadows, since 

a lot of people are intimidated by Meadows and we 

want everyone to feel a part of this.  

(2) Questions: 

Senator Dang: Have you considered making a 

Facebook event that has meadow’s events, so students 

are aware of all.  

Senator Haidar: We will consider it, but we believe 

word of mouth is better.  

4. Mindy Sutton. 

(1) I was here a few weeks ago. I am charged with helping 

students with sexual misconduct recommendations with 

the task force. We have a lot to do, there are a number 

of education measures that we can use student input on 

once we make it understandable. We will be holding a 

meeting on how to better school policies. If you are 

interested my email is Mjsutton@smu.edu. I just 

wanted to let you know about the student code of 

conduct, we need you all to provide input.  

(2) The Code of Conduct: developed a few years ago it 

contains the rules by which we abide. 

(3) Questions: 

mailto:Mjsutton@smu.edu
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(a) Senator Ibad: In regard to the meeting. Have 

you considered reaching out to students about 

this? 

(b) Mindy Sutton: Yes I have.  

5. Senator Tanya Arora: 

(1) I am here as the transfer senator, and I just wanted to 

inform you of some of my constituent’s issues. I am 

looking at three big things right now and more to come. 

The biggest problem that I have heard, is that they feel 

our of the loop. There are two kinds of transfers: The 

ones who want to feel a part of the SMU community. 

The second group who feel too old for this. The 

orientation team struggles with how to communicate 

with both groups. I am working with the new student 

team, and we plan to work on a legislation. Adults can 

make a network by getting involved in with academic 

research. We looked at having a transfer panel during 

orientation. I am also looking at how the New 

Commons will incorporate transfer students and the 

faculty is doing a great job of being mindful of the 

issue. The last thing is credit equivalency with the new 

UC system, because it is different from the old GEC. 

Tomorrow I am having office hours at the flag pole 

tomorrow. 

(2) Questions: 

President Trespalacios: Are you aware that 

tomorrow will be 27 degrees tomorrow. 

Senator Arora: Yes, I may go inside. 

Senator Harker: How can Senate help? 

Senator Arora: Yes if you all can refer transfers to 

me, that would be great. 

Senator Thouy: Have you considered having  a 

transfer student lead corral groups? 

Senator Arora: As a Mustang Corral Director but it 

will be hard if no transfers apply. We will 

encourage transfers to apply though so transfer 

needs are met.  

VII. OFFICER REPORTS 

A. President Trespalacios  

i. We want you all to meet and watch the presentations of 

candidates for the Dean of Student Life tomorrow and 

Wednesday, Thursday and next Monday. And two Tuesdays 

from now 11 am in the forum.  

ii. Cowboys and Indians Party: 

a. Why is our responsibility? I don’t think we need to 

write legislation but I do need to address them. I want 
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to get fraternities to pledge to not throw insensitive 

parties. I encourage you all to start something similar. If 

you guys believe that something is offensive, let us 

know, so that we can address this with the Greek house.  

iii. We are launching a campaign called “not on my campus,” to 

stop sexual violence. We do not want sexual assault on this 

campus. This will be launched either this week or next. This 

might include video or stapchats.  

iv. Common Resolution  

a. President Trespalacios: I will yield my time to 

O’Connor. 

b. Senator O’Connor: Senator Bonadelle and Senator 

Conway and I met with Harold Stanly. We spoke to 

them about pre major advisor evaluations.  

c. Senator Bonadelle: Billy Nayden and I are working on 

busing students to the basketball groups.  

d. President Tresapalacios: I enourage you all to work 

with you common resolution groups.  

v. Questions: 

a. Chair Ona; Will you put the senate logo on the 

campaign? 

b. President Trespalacios: This is student run 

c. Senator Bonadelle: If you are interested with the 

promotions, talk to Ramon or I.  

d. Senator O’Connor: For the candidate presentations are 

they all doing a presentation at each time?  

e. Senator Elmazi: can you use the term survivor instead 

of victim.  

B. Vice President Malhi: 

ii. I went through the 1:1, and we only have 3 left. 

(1) Went through Senator Common Resolution Promises:  

(a) Senator Dang: I have emailed and written 

legislation about the values statement in 

convocation. 

(b) Senator Stoker: I did not know we only have a 

week left until break. 

(c) Senator Arora: Would you be okay with 

changing the legislation for housing depending 

on the feedback I get. 

C. Secretary Ladner: 

i. Code of Conduct Revisions  

a. http://smu.edu/studentlife/studenthandbook/PCL_03_Conduct_Code.

asp  

ii. Constituent Events/ Meet and Greets 

D. Chief of Staff Finnegan: 

i. Big comfy couch 

http://smu.edu/studentlife/studenthandbook/PCL_03_Conduct_Code.asp
http://smu.edu/studentlife/studenthandbook/PCL_03_Conduct_Code.asp
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ii. Elephant in the room 

iii. Scholarship 

a. Put in six hours a day to do interviews.   

iv. President Trespalacios: Did you know that this was the second year 

that Diversity made the front page of the daily campus.  

 

E. Speaker Stephens: 

 i. No Report  

F. Parliamentarian Cornell: 

 Last week Senator Harker brought up that we used to have an 

environmental committee and I just wanted to point out that it was merged some 

years ago with the issues committee to form the Student Concerns Committee 

which of which he is chair. 

 Senator Harker: I think I phrased it that way, it just wasn’t written that 

clearly in the minutes.  

 Parliamentarian: Very good.  Now, I motion to under Article 6 Section 3 

of the Student Senate By-Laws to reactivate the Faculty Senate-Student Senate 

Joint committee. Approved.  

 Nominations made from the floor:  

  Senator Harker 

  Senator Barnes 

  Senator De Muth 

  Senator Arora 

  Parliamentarian Cornell 

  Senator Finnegan 

  Senator Thouy  

  Senator Sunderland 

  Senator Witthar 

  Senator Kezar - Declined nomination  

  Senator Dang 

  Senator Osuchukwu 

  Senator Conway - Declined nomination 

Motion to close nominations.  Approved.  

 

President Trespalacios: Chair Norkett, can you write them on the board?  

Questions: 

Senator Barnes: Can I get more info on this committee. 

Parliamentarian Cornell: Cornell read the committee description and duties from 

the by-laws   

Senator Barnes: Will this be an every week thing? 

Parliamentarian Cornell: No. It must meet at least once a semester once activated.  

Senator Rothstein: Why was this abolished? 

Parliamentarian Cornell: It wasn’t. It is just activated when necessary and 

dormant the rest of the time. 
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Vote: Parliamentarian Cornell, Chief of Staff Finnegan, Senator Thouy, Senator 

Barnes, Senator Harker, were elected, and Senators De Muth and Arora will be 

alternates. 

 The Chair of the committee will be elected next week. 

G. Executive Director Jones: 

 i. No Report  

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Finance  

a. Spring 2014 budgets are online. 85 were funded, so that means we 

spent the money we had designated for the spring. We have exhausted 

our funds so complaint hearings will not happen until next semester.  

New Business:  

 Spring 2014 Appropriated Budgets 

MSA: $1,800/5,000 (12-0-3) 

Senate Endowment Committee: $0/729 (15-0-0) 

Old Business: 

ABS: $1,080/ 1,080 (13-0-1) 

Senate: $3,000/$3,000 (11-0-3) 

Motion to see all old business in block. Approved. 

Motion to approve. Approved.  

B. Organizations 

New Business:  

Tunes for Texas (Probationary): Approve 6-0-1 

 Perform at hospitals 

Mustang Martial Arts (Probationary): Approve 7-0-0 

   Will be an umbrella organization.  

Motion to see old business. Approve. 

Motion to approve. Approve.  

Old Business: 
Pre Dental Society: Revoke 6-0-0 
Eta Kappa Nu (Probationary): Approve 6-0-0 
Mustangs Who Care (Probationary): Approve 6-0-0 
Mustang Mountaineers (Temporary): Approve 5-0-1 

C. Scholarship  

Motion to close chamber. Approved 

 

New Business 

  i. Presentation of Scholarship recipients    

  Motion to reopen the chamber.  Approved 

D. Diversity  

   i. Battling Bias  

This event went well. I applaud the senators who attended. We gad about 

100 people came out. Next semester we will have a sexual assault panel, 

and will bring people from all over Dallas to have a panel.  

   ii. Diwali     



 9 

 Celebration of Hindu religion. The event went well, attendance 

 was very high.  

  E. Membership  

  i. Membership/Finance/Organizations Chair Applications  

Will be open for next semester. Applications will go out the first 

day of next semester.  

Parliamentarian Cornell: Please note that the Membership Chair 

cannot be someone running in the spring elections and the Finance 

Chair cannot be a sitting senator.  

F. Communications 

  i. Update  

Senate and the Big Comfy Couch went well. We will do it twice 

next semester and will improve it. On Monday we had a committee 

meeting and we brainstormed on ideas about senate and what we 

do.  

   -Senate in Sing Song. 

   - Box Issue expression event. 

   - Get saucy with senate. 

-Election awareness: Meet and Greet at the Flagpole. Voting 

Booth. Olympics competition. 

   - Sending out a newsletter to the student body once a month.  

  Questions: 

Parliamentarian Cornell: Is there a means of sending out an email that 

students can’t opt out of.  

Chair yielded to JJ: JJ: we think so and are working on that for important 

student email about things like elections 

  Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to extend time by 2 minutes.  Approved 

Chair: We are also toying with something for finals week like a bounce 

house.  

Senator Rothstein: Meadows tech effect can help you with video 

advertising   

G. Endowment  

 i. No Report  

H. Student Concerns Committee 

  i. Our committee meetings are open to opinions and anyone coming to  

  them.  

  We had good conversations about what is going on with the Daily campus.  

  Slippery places on campus after rain.  

I encourage you all to get to know the General members on your 

committees. My GM’s contribute quite a bit. Keep us in the loop about 

what you are working on. If something is wrong with the website let us 

know.  

Questions: 

  Senator Arora: when are the meetings? 

  Chair Harker: Wednesdays at 7.  
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Parliamentarian Cornell: On the website there is an issue with minutes and 

legislation links  

  Chair/Webmaster Harker: I am working on it.  

  Senator Dang: Can you update the pic on the website.  

  Senator Rothstein: Can each group of senators have their own pages. 

Parliamentarian Cornell: Could you make separate links for each of the 

governing documents?   

  Senator Dang: a list with organizations and their liaisons. 

  Chair/Webmaster Harker: I have the initial one up there.  

 

Announcements:  

 Senator Bouillion: Southern Gentleman is performing at a Mavericks game 

 Senator Stoker: Alpha Phi Alpha is hosting a few events this week.  

Senator Rothstein: meadows have a meeting tomorrow about meadows 

awareness. 

Parliamentarian Cornell:  joint committee senators please come see me for a 

minute.  

 

 

As there was no further business, the Senate meeting adjourned at 5:25 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Katherine Ladner    

Student Body Secretary 


