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MINUTES OF THE ONE HUNDREDTH SMU STUDENT SENATE                                      

       GENERAL MEETING 
 

              November 19, 2013 

         Hughes-Trigg Forum 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

The meeting was called to order by Parliamentarian Cornell at 3:30 P.M., who was also acting as 

speaker in the absence of Speaker Stephens. 

 

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

III. VALUES STATEMENT 

a. I, as a citizen of the SMU community, commit myself to upholding the values of 

intellectual integrity, academic honesty, personal responsibility, and sincere regard 

and respect for all SMU students, faculty, and staff.  

 

IV.  ROLL CALL 

 

President Trespalacios  

Vice-President Malhi  

Secretary Ladner  

Chief of Staff Finnegan  

Parliamentarian Cornell  

Speaker Stephens A 

Senator Adams  

Senator Adedeji  A 

Senator Arora   

Senator Barnes  

Senator Bonadelle A 

Senator Bouillion   

Senator Cavender   

Senator Conway  

Senator Dang  

Senator De Muth   

Senator Dombrowski  

Senator Downen  

Senator Finley  

Senator Forrest   

Senator Giap  

Senator Haidar  

Senator Harker  

Senator Hopkins   



 2 

Senator Hutcherson  

Senator Ibad  

Senator Jo Santillan  

Senator Kezar  

Senator Laurie  A 

Senator McAuliffe  

Senator Noyce  

Senator O’Connor   

Senator Osuchukwu   

Senator Pederson   

Senator Phillips  E 

Senator Pondrom  E 

Senator Pool  

Senator Porter   

Senator Rodgers A 

Senator Rothstein  

Senator Sher  

Senator Stoker  

Senator Sunderland  

Senator Tuohy  

Senator Watts  

Senator Wilson E 

Senator Whittar  

Senator Writt  

Senator Zarate   

Chair Elmazi  

Chair Hami  

Chair  Ona   

Chair Lee   

Chair McCluskey  

Chair Norkett  

Chair Whelan  A 

 

 

           A - absent; T - tardy;  E - excused

 

 

V.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

The meeting’s agenda was approved with the addition of _____. 

Motion to approve agenda. Approved.  

 

    

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 



 3 

The minutes from the November 12, 2013 General Meeting were approved. 

  

VII. SPEAKER’S PODIUM 

 

No speakers  

 

VII. OFFICER REPORTS 

A. President Trespalacios  

i. Transportation to Garland- RSVP to jbonadelle@smu.edu 

 Tomorrow at 5PM. If the demand is higher we plan to have more busses.  

University’s definition of consent- RSVP to mjsutton@smu.edu 

She is having students to get student imput. One is at 6pm tomorrow and 

one at 6PM today. IT is important to have a spectrum of students.  

Meeting with Athletic Director- 11/21-Rich Hart this Thursday. 

Some students have felt disrespected when dealing with the athletics 

center 

Questions: 

Senator Barns: Can you bring up blvd for the basketball games 

President: Yes. 

B. Vice President Malhi: 

i. We have 7 legislations this week! Please stay the whole week! 

ii. One Thursday, the three student body officers have a reception with Paul 

Ludden. If you want anything to bring up with them.  

iii. Senate Parking task force has been working well these past weeks. I will 

yield my time to Senator Cavender. 

(1) Senator Cavender: Last week we met with Mark Rhodes, and 

he laid out the future of parking . We are about to lose a lot of 

parking spots and we tried to implement what we want. We are 

considering getting rid of first year parking. We thought about 

assigning am or pm parking. If you have more ideas please let 

me know.  

VP: Raise your hand if you have any ideas for me or questions for Zane.  

 Senator Pederson: Are they adding more parking lots?  

Senator Cavender: They will add one more parking garage but it will not 

be on campus. We are thinking about having a parking lot of sophomores 

and shuttling over students form expressway tower . 

 Senator Hopkins: Who can park in the new commons lot? 

Senator Cavendar: They will be open but they there will not be enough 

spots 

 Senator Rothstein: is there a discussion on air port shuttles? 

 Senator Cavender: We did not bring that up. 

Senator Pederson: A dance major cannot maneuver around the UC system 

since she wants to be a pre med major. 

 Senator Rothstein: They are working on that now though.   

C. Secretary Ladner: 

i. No report 

mailto:jbonadelle@smu.edu
mailto:mjsutton@smu.edu
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D. Chief of Staff Finnegan: 

i. No Report  

E. Speaker Stephens: 

 i. No Report  

F. Parliamentarian Cornell: 

i. We need to elect the chair of the Faculty Senate Chair. 

  Senator Stoker: I open the floor for nominations 

  Nominations: Senator Barnes and Touhy 

  Parliamentarian: Motion to close the floor for nominations.  

Senator Touhy: I want to run to be more involved in senate. I am a senator on 

student concerns committee. I am dedicated to this school  

Senator Barnes: I am a senator too. I believe communication is important along 

with spreading student concerns. I will make sure to work closely with you all as 

well as chase. Please vote for me. Thank you! 

 

G. Executive Director Jones: 

 i. No Report  

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Finance  

New Business: 

Alpha Kappa Alpha- $595/695 (11-0-0) 

 To take students skating 

Entrepreneurship Club- $100/900 (11-0-1) 

 To buy two banners for advertisement  

Asian Christian Fellowship- $340//340 (12-0-0)  

 Thanksgiving dinner for international students 

ABS- $10,000/15,000 (12-0-0) 

  Brining in a sports announcements for Black history month 

Senate Executive Committee- $0/500 (5-7-0) 

  Requested a tablet for livestreaming  

Old Business: 

Spring 2014 Appropriated Budgets 

MSA: $1,800/5,000 (12-0-3) 

Senate Endowment Committee: $0/729 (15-0-0) 

 

  Questions: 

  What was the 800 the entrepreneur club did not get funded for? 

Senator Cavender: We only wanted to fund two out of the four, and let them 

chose. We also did not fund for their networking event.  

  Senator Harker: This is entrepreneur week is this week, so why did they fund it? 

  Senator Cavender; I guess it’s for later use. 

  VP Malhi: Why could you not pay for the tablet 

Senator Cavendar: We were not sure if it was specifically set aside for chamber 

meetings. So we prefer them to buy a webcam in the future.  

Motion to see in block. Approved 
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 Motion to approve Old business.  Passed.  

B.  Organizations 

New Business: 

Honors Research Association (Temporary): Approve 7-0-0 

E-Sports (Temporary): Approve 7-0-0 

Mustangs for Life (Temporary): Approve 7-0-0 

Old Business: 

Tunes for Texas (Probationary): Approve 6-0-1 

Mustang Martial Arts (Probationary): Approve 7-0-0 

Motion to see old business in black. Approved 

Old business approved.  

C. Scholarship  

 Motion to close chamber to scholarship applicants. 

  i. Report   

   Presentation of winners.  

  Motion to approve recommendations. Approve. 

  Scholarships approved.  

 Motion to open chamber. Approved.  

D. Diversity  

   i. Report 

We only have one more Diversity Committee meeting. I want to know 

what you all want from me next semester. 

    Senator Harker: What happens when you can’t make the meeting? 

    Chair Elmazi: That has only happened once.  

Senator Harker: I ask that because when I’m not there I make my 

committee meet anyway. 

    Senator Cavendar: Are we doing another Battling Bias? 

Chair Elmzai: Yes but next semester it will deal with sexual assault and I 

will bring in speakers from the Dallas Committee. 

Senator Rothstein: Before you, did Battling Bias occur and is it in the 

bylaws. 

    Senator Rothstein: How do you reach a  broader audience? 

Chair Elmzai: That is a common issue but I don’t know how to resolve 

that. I can’t corner that. People have to want to go. If you have suggestions 

let me know 

  President: Can you have these discussions in Greek houses and dorms? 

  Chair Elmazi: Yeah sure. 

  Senator Bouillion: Can you have n SMU themed one? 

  Chair Elmazi: I can 

  Senator Conway: Did you have a speaker last time? 

Chair Elmzai: We did not. I want to have speakers for diversity week 

though. We just have to talk to finance about that.   

  Senator Ibad: Can you talk to exec about the turn over? 

Chair Elmazi: That is something I have thought about all year. I don’t 

know who will take my place though. I will look into it.  

  Senator Dang: We will have a dialog facilitator in the commons. 
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  Senator Santillian: Can you have a battling bias during the summer? 

  Chair Elmazi: sure. 

  Senator Harker: Do your GM’s work with other GM’s on something? 

  Chair Elmzai: We have worked with Student Concerns. 

Senator Rothstein: Have you considered working with Meadows senators 

for Diversity week? 

Chair Elmazi: We have worked with Dancers for diversity week, and I 

want to work with them more. 

  Senator Week: I think a Battling Bias during AARO is a good idea.  

  E. Membership  

  i. No Report 

F. Communications 

  i. Report  

G. Endowment  

 i. No Report  

H. Student Concerns Committee 

i. My committee was awesome without me. I was not able to make the meeting 

last week and Senator Fantine and Touhy led the meeting. We echo what is going 

on in the senate chamber itself. We plan to make an amazing survey for next 

week. We want the whole chamber to participate though. How many of you have 

had people come to your office hours? If you ever want to pair up with one of our 

GM’s let me know. 

Parliamentarian Cornell: In the survey can you please be sure to not refer to 

senate as just an undergraduate organization. 

  Senator Dang: Did they go to the office hours not just in the senate office? 

  Chair Harker: They go where they want. 

  Senator Dang: Have they been to all? 

  Chair Harker: There are 12 of them and a lot of y’all, so no not yet.  

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

F-13-11-12 A RESOLUTION SUPORTING LOCKDOWN TRAINING FOR THE 

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY STUDENT BODY  

Senator Sher: A few weeks ago we went to the lockdown training. We want 

to make this an annual event. Currently this is progressing well, and the 

recommendation will be approved by dr. turner and the administration. We 

want Senate behind this. This could be on the Dallas Morning News.  

 Senator Haker: Have you talked to the guy who led it? 

 Senator Sher: That was the director of Risk Management. 

 Senator Precious: Have you all thought about a time period? 

 Senator Sher: We will   

Senator Stoker: In the “be therefore clause: It sounds like you want senate to 

conduct this. 

 Sneator Sher: We want a senator to overlook the whole program.  

President Trespalacios: Change line 16 from “first years” to “students living 

on campus” 

Senator Sher: We do this because the best way to conduct this is through 

dorms.  
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 President: Or can you change it to “residents.” 

 Senator Stoker: “if it is for residents than it will be redundant. 

 Senator Sher: That is not in our bargaining power 

President: I think it would be better if student senate just had a 

representative 

 “erase the last four lines and add that senate will elect a senator evey  year.” 

 Electing with having and striking the words from  

 F-13-11-13 A RESOLUTION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SCHOOL WIDE 

ADVISING DEPARTMENT EVALUATIONS 

Senator O’Connor: We had a meeting with the advising office which is for 

pre-major advising. We came up with a list of questions for students about 

their advising experience.  

Senator Bouillion: This will not only help the advising but also to help 

students interact with their advisors. Hopefully this will happen by next 

semester. 

Senator Barnes; We want advisors to be held more accountable for their 

jobs.  

Senator Conway: this encourages an interaction with both students and 

advisors.  

Senator: Can the evaluation be a semester after because that is when you 

realize the issue with advising? 

  Senator Conway: The goal is to have it every semester. 

  VP Malhi: amendments. Line 6- evaluates to evalue 

    Provide to provide 

     Line 20: office to University of advising center  

  Senator Whitthar: IS this for all school? 

Senator Bouillion: Right now it is just for pre majors and eventually 

individual schools.  

Senator Conway: SLING the organization over the advisors and they can 

only do this for pre major.  

Senator Hopkins: the resolved clause, you have already spoken to Richmond 

and they will already implement this.  

  Senator Conway: yes. 

  Senator Stoker: can students change their advisor? 

  Senator Conway: You can but it is a long process. 

Senator Santillan: Not all first years go through the university advising, if 

they are in lyle. So you could not reach out to all freshman.  

Senator O’Connor: well this office has the most reach and this is the best way 

to implement.  

  Senator Arora: is this required? 

Senator O’Connor: Ideally, it would be mandatory with the option to opt 

out, because we just want people who have something to say.  

Senator Arora: in the future you are going to the schools, have you 

considered addressing people with two majors? 

  Senator Conway: They will have two. 

  Senator Cavender: Can the details be sorted out later.  
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  Senator Witthar: can you include GEC curriculum in the bill.  

 F-13-11-14 A RESOLUTION THE SMU COMMUNITY TO TAKE A STANCE 

AGAINST RECENT OFFENSIVE EVENTS 

   Chair Elmzai: This is in regards to what we talked about last week. 

We heard that it was not specific enough but we wanted to keep it broad. I think people can 

publish what they want in the committee. Anthony and I will go to IFC to speak with them. 

I spoke with the Greek life last week, but I really want senate’s backing on it.  

   Senator Anthony: We won’t start walking into meetings and telling  

   Senator Cavendar: Can you add the word “of” to line 27 

   Senator Precious: Does this include all organizations and not just IFC.  

Chair Elmazi: It is not just use. It is Circt committee and Greek life 

working on this.  

   Senator Giap: why did you capitalize “community” 

   Chair Elmazi: Because it is the SMU committee 

Senator Dang: motion to suspend the rules and see this as old business 

today. Vote: Motion failed. 

Parliamentarian Cornell: The vote failed as it required 2/3 to pass and 

less than 1/3 of the chamber voted in favor.  Author’s question time 

will resume from the point where it was paused by Senator Dang’s 

motion and this piece of legislation will be seen as Old Business at our 

next meeting. 

   VP Malhi: Can you add “And” at the end of the clauses. 

Senator Hutcherson: I feel like students won’t know what inspired 

this, can you specify why you wrote this in the bill?  

   Senator Stoker: The last “community” is not capitalized. 

   Senator Bouillion: Can you make the title more specific. 

Chair Elmzai: I don’t know how to do that because we don’t want it 

to be ugly and call out.  

Chief of Staff Finnegan: Is it true when you change the bill, you have 

to submit a new one? 

Chair Elmzai: Yes. IF we were to change the title with  y’all 

suggestions, will you be willing to suspend the rules and vote on it at 

the final meeting. 

Parliamentarian Cornell:  Technically authors can change their own 

legislation at any time until a formal amendment, i.e. not a friendly 

amendment, has been submitted from the floor and approved by the 

voting members of the chamber.  As this has not happened yet the 

authors are free to incorporate whatever changes they wish to and 

then send a revised resolution to Secretary Ladner to be printed 

before the next meeting. 

 F-13-11-15 A RESOULUTION REQUIRING UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM 

ADVIORY COMMITTEE TO NOTIFY ACADEMIC ADVISORS AND STUDENTS 

REGARDING NEW APPROVED CLASSES 

Senator Arora: This bill requests that the university curriculum committee 

post the updated courses that have approved under the UC curririculum. 
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This used to be a transfer concern. . This requests that the webiste has a page 

that has a list of approved classes. 

  Senator Harker: Who is on this committee. 

  Senator Bouillion: yes. 

  Senator Stoker: Can you add a time frame? 

Senator Arora: My suggestion was to send a memo at the end of the 

semester. 

  Senator Arora: I will look into it. 

  Senator Conway: Why the website and not access? 

  Senator Arora: Better to use than access.  

  Senator Pederson: who have you spoken to in regard to this? 

  Senator Arora; I have only spoken with advisors.  

   Senator Rothstein:  

 F-13-11-16 A RESOLUTION ON ADDING THE SMU VALUES STATEMENT TO 

THE CONVOCATION AGENDA. 

  Senator Dang: I spoke with Nancy and John Hall. He has agreed to put it in 

convocation. So this will be included when this gets passed.  

  Senator Stoker: Line 15 there is a space before the first “the”  

  Senator Harker: They are cool with it, and they just want us to pass this. 

  Dang: Yes. 

Senator Stoker: Motion to suspend the rules and see this as old business. 

Approved.  

Senator Osuchukwu: What was the purpose of having this during 

convocation? 

   Can they learn it at AARO? 

  Chair Elmzai: That is already in place. 

 F-13-11-17 A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A COMMITTEE WITH GROUPS 

THAT ARE KEY TO TRANSFER INTEGRATION AND EXPERIENCE 

Tanya: This is regarding the transfers and it asks for a committee that 

focuses on the integration process. The point is to address issues. This will 

keep transfers in mind.  

  Senator Giap: On line 22, delete from “makes some effort to” accepted. 

  Senator Haker: Did you write this by yourself. 

  Senator Arora: Yes. 

  Senator McAuliffe: Why is this necessary since it is external? 

  Senator Arora: Yield to President Ramon 

  President: We encourage the whole school not just senate.  

  Chief of Staff Finnegan: Have you talked to other transfers? 

Senator Arora: Not directly but I have asked them about their experiences. 

This sparked from transfer AARO’s  

  Follow up: What office? 

  Senator Arora: The RLSH office has discouraged students from living on 

campus. I got the help of the new student orientation director.   

 F-13-11-18 A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A 

PRINTING QUOTA 

` Senator Santiallan: At Fondren their is a 10cent per page and that is not fair.  
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 Senator O’Connor: quota on free prints. 

 Secretary Ladner: As nothing is for free, would this be included in tuition?  

 Senator Santillan: I am working on where it will come from.  

 Senator Ibabd: in these other schools, it is included in tuition  

 Senator Santillan: I know, but I will find a solution. 

Senator Osuchukwu: can you think about opt out program for students with 

printers? 

 Senator Santillan: yes.  

X. OLD BUSINESS 

  F-13-11-16 A RESOLUTION ON ADDING THE SMU VALUES 

STATEMENT TO THE CONVOCATION AGENDA. 

 Senator Dang: Pass this and then come to convocation. 

 Motion to move into debate: approved. 

 Senator Dang: do it 

 Senator Zane: Motion to end debate. 

 Motion to call to question 

 Vote: Passed.  
XI. SENATORIAL FORUM  

Legislation Implementation Updates 

 Stoker: I need help finding Wake Forest.  

 Chief of Staff Finnegan: I am meeting about Pollock Gallery. 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 Senator McAuliffe; Kim and I just decided that we will having a meeting in the senate office 

on Thursday. 

 Senator Trespalacios; register with senate in access, fast a thon,  

 Arora: tell transfer students to come to me 

 Harker: entrepreneurship week. 

 Senator Sher: Drill explanation initiative 

  

XIII. ADJOURNMENT   

With no further business to consider the senate adjourned at 5:21P.M. 


