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MINUTES OF THENINETY-NINTH SMU STUDENT SENATE                                      

       GENERAL MEETING 
 

                 November 5, 2013 

         Hughes-Trigg Forum 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

The meeting was called to order at 3:35 P.M. 

 

II. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

III. VALUES STATEMENT 

a. I, as a citizen of the SMU community, commit myself to upholding the values 

of intellectual integrity, academic honesty, personal responsibility, and 

sincere regard and respect for all SMU students, faculty, and staff.  

 

IV.  ROLL CALL 

 

President Trespalacios  

Vice-President Malhi  

Secretary Ladner  

Chief of Staff Finnegan  

Parliamentarian Cornell E 

Speaker Stephens  

Senator Adams  

Senator Arora  T 

Senator Barnes E 

Senator Bonadelle  

Senator Bouillion   

Senator Cavender  A 

Senator Conway T 

Senator Dang  

Senator De Muth   

Senator Dombrowski  

Senator Downen  

Senator Finley  

Senator Forrest   

Senator Giap  

Senator Gracie  

Senator Haidar E 

Senator Harker  

Senator Hopkins   
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Senator Hutcherson  

Senator Ibad  

Senator Jo Santillan  

Senator Kezar  

Senator Laurie  A 

Senator McAuliffe  

Senator Noyce  

Senator O’Connor   

Senator Osuchukwu   

Senator Pederson   

Senator Phillips   

Senator Pondrom   

Senator Pool  

Senator Porter   

Senator Rodgers  

Senator Rothstein  

Senator Rushing  

Senator Sher  

Senator Stoker  

Senator Sunderland  

Senator Tuohy E 

Senator Watts  

Senator Witthar   

Senator Wilson  

Senator Writt  

Chair Elmazi  

Chair Hami E 

Chair Ona   

Chair Lee   

Chair McCluskey  

Chair Norkett  

Chair Patelis  

Chair Whelan   

 

 

 A - absent; T - tardy;  E - excused
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V.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

The meeting’s agenda was approved with the addition of  Approved. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

The minutes from the October 29, 2013 General Meeting were approved. 

 With the addition of. Approved.  

 

VII.  SPEAKER’S PODIUM 

1. Bree’Anne Burger 

i. Today I brought all of the choreographers. We understand that 

as a chamber that you do not want to disagree with the Finance 

Committee, but we just want to show you our dedication. This 

show is student run and it will be incorporated and funded by 

the department. However, as of right now we have to fund it 

ourselves. We have people form the theatre department helping 

us, so it is not all dance people. We do not mind raising money 

for costumes but we need everything else covered. In order to 

raise the money, we are considering doing a kickstarter. We 

just want you all to make up the small amount of money that 

we were not granted.  

Carole Finley: How come you can’t end show later? 

Bree’Ann: Because we already did our advertisers.  

Senator Conway: I encourage you to apply for epic funding.  

Secretary Ladner: What is a KickStarter? 

Bree’Ann: It is an online fundraising program.  

2. Rebekah Boyer 

i. I am here to speak to you guys about things regarding ideology 

in the Daily Campus. I commute everyday. I read the daily 

campus. My freshman year I was sexually assaulted and I want 

to create a community of inclusion. I don’t want to argue about 

ideology. I don’t care what you think about what should be 

published or not, I just want students to be respectful. I want 

you all to create a dialogue to fight the ideological battle.  

Senator Rothstein: I am with you on this. However, those 

articles were posted and in talking about a society of inclusion, 

I believe that those articles should be heard… 

Speaker Stephens: That is  not a question. 

Boyer: I understand but we can’t have article that tell women 

to shut up.  

Senator Ibad: Motion to extend speakers time by 5 minutes. 

Approved. 
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Chair Ona: I hope you know that the daily Campus is not 

owned by SMU, so I think this should be taken up with them. . 

Boyer: I understand but when I read the article I felt physically 

unsafe on this campus. 

Chair McCluskey: What article are you refereeing to? 

Boyer: The one that referenced the sexual assault.  

Chair Elmazi: You want Senate to be a voice of reason and 

take a stance of sexual assault at SMU? 

Boyer: Yes and how we discuss it at SMU.  This needs to 

happen. 

Senator Giap: There are senators working on legislation to 

address this issue. 

Senator Pondrom: Was it written by students? 

Speaker Stephens: yes. 

3. SFA 

i. Daniel Papus and Liz Meyer.  

(1) We want to update you on what we do. We are the on 

campus organization that draws in students interested in 

films or film making.  

(2) When the school year started we made a promotional 

video for the Film Department, which was cool for the 

film students. Every meeting we try to watch short 

films and then discuss them after. We also have been 

doing workshops that give us helpful information. 

Recently we had fright-fest, with Program Council, and 

it went well. There was a good turnout. We are about to 

have a workshop about special effects. In December we 

will do the fall film festival where students can submit 

their own films. 

(3) Every year we do two films. We get freshman on set 

and let them learn a bit. We also solicit scripts, so if you 

have any ideas let us know and we will hook you up 

with a screenwriter. Lastly we want to thank senate for 

helping us out financially.  

Senator Harker: Who is y’alls liaison? 

Daniel: Zain Haidar. 

VII. OFFICER REPORTS 

A. President Trespalacios  

i. No Report  

B. Vice President Malhi: 

a. During Speaker’s Podium you must ask questions.  

ii. SMU v. TCU Game (Friday at 6:30) 

(1) We had 100 tickets for SMU students and 50 are left. If 

you want to get them they are $44.95 

iii. Dean of Student Life 
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(1) Interviews are going on. The candidates will be giving 

presentations that they want students to listen to.  

(2) 8 12 13 14 at 8 o’clock.  

iv. Meeting with Santanu Roy (President of Faulty Senate) 

(1) They want to figure out how we can help out grad 

students financially. Faculty  

(a) Adjunct professors they have bad economic 

situations so faculty senate has a task force to 

figure out how to make their experiences better.  

(b) Our library resources are poor and we want to 

upgrade them.  

(c) Online Courses- How do y’all feel about them? 

v. Semester Budgets  

(1) Thank you to chairs for submitting budgets.  

vi. Senator Santillian Newsletter  

(1) Senator Santillian drafts a newsletter and sends it to all 

of her liaison organizations.  

Senator Santillan:  

Senator Pool: How well represented are Adjuncts? 

VP: I will get back with you. 

Senator Conway: If you send up for Mob, does a ticket come with it? 

Bonadelle: You have till Thursday to get it. 

Senator Bonadelle: Can you do online courses during the summer. 

Senator Harker: Can we come to faculty senate? 

VP: Yes!  

Senator Rodgers: I didn’t know they were hybrid, where they?  

VP: I am not sure. 

Senator Pederson: I think it is good that they are online. 

Senator Witthar: How are they getting funding the libraries? 

VP: He didn’t have numbers, we just need to pay attention. I also brought 

up add/drop. He said that we should extend it. I also talked to him about 

the exam schedule issue, and he is also in favor of that too.  

Chair Ona: Is there a third party that does access? 

JJ: It is SMU’s System. 

C. Secretary Ladner: 

i. Code of Conduct Revisions  

 Please Join the Facebook Event. Look at the document yourself 

and submit suggestions 

ii. Constituent Events/ Meet and Greets 

 As you are doing your meet and greets send me an email with a 

synopsis of how it went.  

iii. Standing in Senate  

 I will send out how many tardies and absences you have later this 

week.  

D. Chief of Staff Finnegan: 

i. No Report  
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E. Speaker Stephens: 

 i. Chair Reminders   

F. Parliamentarian Cornell: 

i. No Report  

G. Executive Director Jones: 

 i. No Report  

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Finance  
New Business: 

ABS: $1,080/ 1,080 (13-0-1) 

 10 students for conference  

 Typo but they went with the amount anyways because its 5 people going  

Senate: $3,000/$3,000 (11-0-3) 

 End of the year Blvd. with other organizations  

Old Business: 

SMU Dance Division: $1,255/4,480 (12-0-0) 

 Would be comfortable with 2,500  

 Food is noncritical, costumes same, and wants to see a motion  
  2,550 

B. Organizations 

New Business: 
Pre Dental Society: Revoke 6-0-0 
Eta Kappa Nu (Probationary): Approve 6-0-0 
Mustangs Who Care (Probationary): Approve 6-0-0 
Mustang Mounatineers (Temporary): Approve 5-0-1 

Old Business: 
Phi Sigma Pi (Full): Approve 8-0-0 

   Approved.  
C. Scholarship  

  i. No Report   

D. Diversity  

   i. Battling Bias  

This is at 7 in the MAC Ballroom. My hope is that tonight will be solution 

building. I don’t want the conversations and discussions to go in circles 

but forward. There will be a good panel that includes Zane Cavendar, Tien 

Dang, Ashley Gardner, and Dr. White.  

   ii. CHAS/LULAC 

   iii. ABS/ASA/NPHC/BME/SSS 

   iv. Update    

The petition that went out in regards to the dial campus, it seems serious.  

Senator Giap: We have done some of the materials already, but I’m not 

sure when.  

   Senator Rodgers: Motion to extend time by 5. Approved. 

   Senator Precious: How do you feel about it? 

Chair Elmazi: I did not like the way the petition was executed, but I think 

the fact that we are having a dialogue is sufficient enough. Boyer’s 

message was powerful.  



 7 

  Senator Hopkins: What was in the petition? 

  Chair Elmazi: The petition was started by an outside company. 

  Senator O’Connor: what was in the petition? 

  Chair Elmazi: It was requesting that SMU stop promoting Sexual Assault culture.  

  E. Membership  

  i. No Report   

F. Communications 

  i. Update  

We have an event on Thursday. Senate and the Big Comfy Couch. 

This will be at the flag pole, with Coffee and Donuts. Tell 

constituents that you will out their on Thursday. We might have 

comment cards about things they might want to change about the 

school. If it rains we will let you know If we do it that day or not.  

If you want anything advertised by the communications committee 

in the Daily Campus, send it to Zain Haidar- zhaidar@smu.edu . 

We have to have them in by Mondays.  

 Chief of Staff Finnegan: Is this just for the designated senators or for all? 

 Chair Ona: Mainly but if other senators want to drop by they can. 

G. Endowment  
 Various Updates-Slide show.  

   

H. Student Concerns Committee 

  i. No Report  

   The Senate Alumni Reception went well. 

   For the Alumni Fundraising Dinner we are working on invitations. 

Save the date: December 3rd at 5:30 is a reception for the 

scholarship recipients. If you go it will count as your office hour. 

Senator Harker: Motion to extend speakers time by 10 minutes. 

Approved. 

Senator Harker: My General Members have been coming by your 

office hours, so be prepared.  

   We are looking into doing legislation workshops.  

Last week, I spoke with two Senate Alumni, and they told me 

about Senator of the Year. There also used to be an Environmental 

Committee. IF we take anything from this it is that committees are 

the sense of senate. 4th floor 6 o’clock Caruth Hall, this Thursday. 

Be there.  

    

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

IX. OLD BUSINESS 

F-13-10-09 A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

ADOPTED LEGISLATION 
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 Senator Harker: I took off a couple of lines—the ones Dr. Turner is 

definitely going to nix. Again these are things that have already been passed. 

They all no longer use the term “encouraging.”  

Motion to enter debate. Approved. 

Senator Harker: We need five senators to focus on what we can help each 

other else with.  

Senator Conway: You said these all have been passed? So do professors all 

have to post grades?  

President Trespalacios: Yes, because some students go all semester without 

knowing what their grade is.  

Senator Harker: We cannot force this but we have to remind the school that 

it should happen. 

Senator Hopkins: What could have been done in the past that could have 

been done? 

Senator Harker: 

Senator Conway: SO am I a Dedman I or a Pre Major senator? 

Senator Harker: Pre Major. 

President Trespalacios: I like this legislations.  

Chair Lee: This piece is just heaps on to the pile because it does not clearly 

put anything into action.  

VP Malhi: I like this bill. Some of these bill, I contributed to and never got to 

implement. This gives Senators more ideas, so I am in favor.  

Senator Watts: I like the intent of this pieces, but it is just saying that these 

legislations need to be taken seriously. Lastly, This legislation is just telling 

us to do our jobs. We should not have this issue. 

General Member: Our committee is focusing on this issue, and we want 

senate to build a foundation. 

Senator Ibad: I think it is good that you all are brining it up. 

Senator Rodger: Where can I find what the faculty senate can do? 

Senator Harker: It is in the bylaws but it is in the state of reactivations. 

 

Final Debate: 

 Our committee came up with this after reading the past 10 years 

worth of Public Information files and we picked out things we are interested 

in. I urge you all to join my initiative.  

VP Malhi: Motion to call to question. Approved.  

 

 

 

F-13-10-10 A RESOLUTION ON THE VEHICULAR USE OF 

PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY SOUTH OF CLEMENTS HALL 

 

Senator Hopkins: This will get rid of vehicles to drive on sidewalks. 

Motion to move into debate. Approved. 

Debate:  
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President Trespalacios: If we pass this, we will work with administrators to 

get it implemented.  

Senator Hutcherson: So I don’t understand what you mean that they can still 

drive near the flagpole. 

Senator O’Connor: They can drive near that area but they have to go up 

Bishop Boulevard.  

Senator Adams: One day I was walking form Cox to Clements, and a truck 

flew by me, and I don’t think they were paying attention. I think this is a 

good idea.  

Senator Conway: What about the trucks that need to get to Hughes Trigg? 

Also are their trucks that will still be there.  

 Senator O’Connor: There is a street there.  

 

 VP Malhi: Motion to call to question. 

 Vote: Passed. 

 

 

F13-10-11 AN AMENDMENT TO STUDENT SENATE BY-LAWS TO 

CHANGE THE INVESTMENTS ACTING COMMITTEE TO AN 

INTERNAL STANDING COMMITTEE 

President Trespalacios: We made some changes like making it an “external” 

committee to make it open though we prefer internal. 

This committee will switch the chair every semester because of the learning 

curve. 

 

Debate. 

Senator O’Connor: This moves the committee to a permanent committee. 

President Trespalacios: This will allow different students to get involved with 

Student Senate. IT will allow us to grow our current endowment. 

 

Chair Elmazi: Does it dictate how many member it had? 

President: External does have a limit and it is in the bylaws.  

Senator Harker: what is it doing right now? I don’t want to create a new 

committee because they tend to die. We usually have a means to do this but 

we just don’t use it.  

VP Malhi: What would be the week to week investment? Is it really 

necessary? 

President: It will have to be monitored closely, and we need it to be external 

so that someone with financial knowledge can help. 

Senator O’Connor: It provides an additional activity of involvement.  

Chief Of Staff Finnegan: What kind of accounts are we dealing with? 

President Trespalacios: It is partially cash. 

Chair McCluskey: Senate exits for certain purposes. This adds on a 

committee that does not add anything to senate. Right now this committee 

just gives students experience. 
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JJ: Now that our investment has changed, they came to us and said that we 

need to do something with it or the money will go away and be handed to the 

institution.  

Senator Arora: Will this be staffed by an advisor?  

President: yes. 

Senator Pondrom: Is there a control on this like a clearing process?  

President: We do.  

Chief of Staff: Motion to call to question.  

Motion to call to question. Approved. 

Senator Harker: We are changing the bylaws by doing this. So let’s wait 

until we know how this committee will turn out.  

Senator O’Connor: The money is not being used and we need to give 

students something to do.  

President: I don’t want to wait to see how it will do right now. I believe this is 

the right was to do it. We wanted to make it work how it is should work.  

This will allow us to raise money   

Passed with one Nay and one abstention.  

 

 

X. SENATORIAL FORUM 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Senator McAuliffe; Buxino Royal 8pm to Midnight. 

b. Senator Stoker: We take people to Wirley ball for free.  

c. Senator Bouillion: The Dedman I will be in Café 100 

d. Chief of Staff; Come to Battling Bias.  

e. Senator Conway: DSP is having an event this Friday at 8 o’clock.  

f. Chair McCluskey: Mustang Mavericks are having tryouts to night 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT  

 

As there was no further business, the Senate meeting adjourned at _5:30__ p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Katherine Ladner    

Student Body Secretary  


