
 
 

M I N U T E S  O F  T H E  1 0 3 r d  S T U D E N T  S E N A T E 

G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  –  H U G H E S - T R I G G  F O R U M 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Speaker 

Stovall at 3:30 pm. 

II. VALUES STATEMENT 

I, as a citizen of SMU community, commit 

myself to upholding the values of intellectual 

integrity, academic honesty, personal 

responsibility, and sincere regard and respect 

for all SMU students, faculty, and staff. 

III. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

IV. FIRST ROLL CALL 

 

 

 Dr. Anthony Resolution passed. 
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    A – absent; T – tardy; E – excused 

 

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Senator Ovenshire: motions to approve the agenda. The agenda was approved. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Senator Dalton: motions to approve the minutes. The minutes from the previous meeting of the 

103nd Student Senate were approved.  

 

III.  SPEAKER’S PODIUM 

a. Peter Moore 

1. Curriculum Announcements 

i. February 14th, we will have a major fair in Starbucks Fondren. 

ii. We had students completing minors and weren’t declaring. We are in the 

process of notifying students if they have completed or have almost 

completed a minor. Interdisciplinary minors often don’t know they’re 

completing a minor.  

iii. In the process of a working group to create a recommender system on 

courses at SMU. Sort of like Amazon or Netflix, you’ve seen this movie so 

you might like this one. 

iv. Change we are exploring for pass/fail. Students may be more risk averse 

so that they can get into Cox specifically. You can take one pass/fail a 

semester for four semesters, but it will not count towards a major or 

minor. We are discussing modifying the pass/fail requirement, and 
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allowing each department to select “gateway” courses that could count 

toward a major or minor but be taken pass/fail.  

v. We do not incentivize students to complete sequences of courses, because 

many times sequence classes count for the same credit If you take the 

sequence in the same year, you would not only get whatever one 

requirement, but another requirement that cannot be obtained originally.  

vi. Chair Ehmcke: Thank you for coming in. Gateway courses, they count for 

major or minor credit, would they count for university curriculum as well?  

(1) Yes. The courses would be up to the discretion of the department 

as well.  

vii. Parliamentarian DeVera: Is there any incentive for say in engineering 

with calculus 1 and 2?  

(1) No, it would only count if the two classes count for the same credit, 

whereas the calculus classes count for different credits. 

viii. Senator Dalton: Does it recommend minors, classes, and majors? 

(1) That’s the question and what the working group would discuss. 

Probably classes that are similar content to other classes you have 

taken in the past. Another way it works is finding students who 

have taken similar classes to you, and other classes those students 

took. 

ix. Chair Silensky: Can you make sure the minor reminder is in the 

recommender system? 

(1) Yes. 

x. V.P. Fletcher: Are you working with Heigi on the Major Fair?  

(1) I am announcing this for the University Advising Center, so I am 

not sure. 

xi. President Rainey: Thank you for coming in. We appreciate the work you 

do. Could you provide us an update on the drop course date decision? 

(1) It is up to the Provost and we have a discussion on Thursday 

scheduled. 

  

IV. REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES WITH NEW OR OLD BUSINESS 

a. Finance 

1. New Business: 

i. Association of Black Student…….…..$6000/6000  

ii. Biology Department……………...……$2660/2760 

iii. Mustang Fitness………………………….$300/850 

iv. Cox MBA Rugby……………………..$4960/20125 

v. SMU Ballroom………………………………$0/130 

2. Old Business: 

i. None 

3. Chair Lucci: If this is a tournament they go to every year why was it not under 

semester budgets. 

i. Cox MBA Students are graduates, and they are not eligible to charter 

under us, so they couldn’t get this through semester budgets. 

4. Chair Hopkins: So SMU Ballroom didn’t submit a semester budget? 

i. There was some issues with Budget meetings, and we wont punish them 

indefinitely, but their needed to be repercussions for being irresponsible.  

5. Senator Kosub: If we can’t charter them then why do we fund them? 
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i. We can’t not fund graduate students because their funds go into our 

accounts. 

ii. Senator Kosub: Why can’t we charter them then? 

(1) Because they are already under other graduate programs and it’s 

the way it is. 

6. Senator Spencer: You decided not to fund any of the actual travel expenses for 

Cox MBA? 

i. We gave them the general amount we could spend, and then we picked 

the line amounts that got us to that number. 

ii. And where did that number come from? 

(1) The committee deliberated on how much we were comfortable 

funding. 

7. MGC Showcase is tomorrow at 7 and we fund it. 

b. Organizations Committee 

1. New Business  

i. Recommended for Tomeporary Charter 

(1) Student Mobilization 

(2) German Club 

ii. Old Business:  

(1) None. 

  

V. NEW BUSINESS 

a. S-103-13 by Mr. Rainey, et. al., relating to By-Law Changes to Establish 

Institutionalized Ad-Hoc Committee on Campus Inclusion and To Establish Charter 

Freezes 

1. Something that we have been working on for a semester. We met with Dr. 

Evelyn Ashley and asked her what we could do to help with incidents on campus. 

She recommended that we strengthen our Constitution and By-Laws. 

2. An Institutionalized Ad-Hoc Committee is in our By-Laws but is only active 

when necessary. It can be called right away, and the idea is urgent response to 

incidents on campus. This is not disciplinary; it is not our role as the Senate to 

discipline students. This puts us in the best position to respond to events on 

campus when they occur. 

3. There is no policy in the By-Laws that states what happens if an organization 

violates our Non-Discrimination Clause. The immediate thought is to revoke 

their charter, this doesn’t really hold up well, due to the fact that you can turn 

around and reapply as well as utilize weekly funding. This lays out a process for 

charter freezes, which completely freezes all privileges and would not allow them 

to go to the finance committee for any reason. 

4. This would only happen in very extreme circumstances. This is for outright 

discrimination and hate crimes, not free speech 

5. Senator Spencer: Line 42-43, is it something where you will call people into the 

committee? 

i. What would be reported would be if we released a statement or held an 

event. It is not something we will be calling people in in any way. 

ii. Follow up: Where would repercussions come from for organizations that 

violate our rules now? 

(1) Depends on the situation, extreme circumstances conduct. 
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6. Senator Ovenshire: This is specifically applying to Senate chartered orgs not 

Greek? 

i. Correct. 

7. Senator Blakely: Could you explain 62-63, does the committee call people in and 

interview in? 

i. The organizations committee would but not this committee, which is 

already a regular occurrence. 

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

a. S-103-11 by Mr. Kosub, relating to the Use of Laptop Computers in Chamber 

1. I unfortunately have not had time to get with Senator Lucci and write this up so 

I’d ask to table this again.  

2. Motion to table. Motion was approved. 

 

VII. OFFICER REPORTS 

a. President Rainey: 

1. The activity work log is under the documents tab on the website. 

2. Relay for Life and the Senior Gift Committee are partnering together for a 

commemorative campus gift for Dr. Anthony. The idea is to do a bench, which 

would be about $5000. Would anyone be interested in heading up this initiative? 

i. Chair Cox: Diversity committee would be. 

3. Senator Blakely: Can we use Senate money for this? 

i. You can apply yes. 

4. Jim Bryan would like to see a town hall for BBA students. 

5. Who knows how many pieces of legislation came through the chamber last 

semester? 

i. 11 last semester.  

6. Out of all those pieces how many did not have a member of the exec committee 

on them? 

i. 3 out of 11. 

7. If we want this to be a Senate run chamber and not an Exec run chamber we 

need the same energy coming from everyone that is coming from the Exec 

committee. I encourage you to take responsibility for your position and think 

about why you came to the chamber.  

8. Chair Hopkins: Can you give us more detail on Jim Bryan and the forum? 

i. He’s not sure if he wants a town hall, he just wants a better way to 

connect with BBA students and their concerns.  

b. Vice-President Fletcher: 

1. If you have not signed up for liaisons a flag should be raised in your head. We 

still have organizations that don’t have anyone. The link is on the Facebook. If 

these are not taken by the end of the day then I will assign them to you. 

2. Program Funding, each group of senators has $150 for programming. 

3. NOMC Update: we met with the President of NOMC. We are ready to start 

reaching out to organizations and schools. What this will look like, there will be a 

few days of photos and then the following week we will have a lot of those photos 

printed and up around campus.  

4. Heigi Update: Dr. Moore who spoke earlier mentioned the major fair, that is 

almost exactly what our collaboration group had in mind.  

c. Secretary Jones: 
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1. Code of Conduct Revision committee needs to be appointed. 

i. Senator Catlin 

ii. Senator Street 

2. SMU Values Week first meeting this Thursday at 4:30. 

d. Chief of Staff Reppond: 

1. Committee meeting times might move a little bit with the new semester, if you 

need a new committee make sure you get with me or your chair.  

2. On the 16th I’ll be meeting with Phillip Jabour about recycling.  

e. GAO Potter: 

1. None 

f. Parliamentarian DeVera: 

1. Facilities collab, it’s kinda me and Senator Kosub partying it up alone. If you’re 

interested reach out to me.  

2. Shout-out to Senator Kosub for his work on toilet paper. 

3. Legislation workshops are coming soon! 

4. Chair Hermeling: Are you aware that Arnold scaled back their hours again? 

i. I am yes we can follow up. 

ii. Follow up: Are you aware that some people have class till 9:30 and can 

only eat then? 

5. Senator Kosub: If not holding a workshop now, maybe next time can you really 

highlight the process of legislation in the beginning? 

6. Senator Blakely: Can we suspend chamber on how to write legislation? 

i. We could do that, I could also put it in my officer report. I want to keep 

our time in Chamber within the structure we have, I don’t want to take 

too much time away from it. 

7. Chair Silensky: Are you aware that there is a dining app that you can voice 

concerns, or voice concerns on our website, and President Rainey and I meet with 

dining once a month? 

8. Chair Hermeling: There was throw up that wasn’t clean up for three days and 

the lighting in Mustang Garage is pitch black, did you know? 

9. Parliamentarian DeVera: Are you aware that Phillip stopped construction while 

the Board of Trustees were here and started it back as soon as finals started? 

g. Speaker Stovall: 

1. Special request for chairs, could you please be less rambunctious?  

2. Remind you that we have written reports and almost everyone sends them in. 

3. These concerns are good for legislation as well, and we can start utilizing the 

Daily Campus. 

4. Are any of you aware that businesses that participate in Pony Dollars won’t 

accept them because they’re machines won’t work.  

5. V.P. Fletcher: are you aware that we have ad space that is in the Daily Campus 

for us and organizations? 

6. Senator Ovenshire: If a collaboration group wanted to get up and talk in front of 

everyone, where would we do that? 

i. You would email me at least 24 hours before Chamber and tell me you 

wanted to be on Senatorial Forum  

h. Executive Director Jones: 

1. Student Code of Conduct is so important. Like what we are adding to our 

documents can be added to the Student Code of Conduct and we can have 
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repercussions for organizations that aren’t chartered under us. Please read 

through it and see if there is anything you’d like to change. 

2. Two or three years ago Dr. Lori White asked me to form a committee to talk 

about Boulevarding. I spoke with athletics as the season was ending. Athletics 

controls the entire Boulevard. They charge our student organizations a lot of 

money for that space. I have asked if we could move this to Student Affairs. I 

would like to have some student volunteers to talk about what that would look 

like next year.  

3. Senator Gilchrest: I was in the SF discussions with Moody and the price was at 

$5000 

4. Chair Ehmcke: Did you know that I’m meeting with the Moody person? 

i. Did you know that every suggestion for the code of conduct by students 

was struck down the year I was on that committee? 

5. Tomorrow is the Celebration of Life for Dr. Anthony at 10 a.m. in McFarlin. 

6. Imagine you are in a dark room, how do you get out? 

i. Stop imagining.  

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Communications: 

1. Meet and Greets: if you want advertisements for them call me beep me! There is 

also a graphics request.  

2. Our photographer who is unpaid is coming back! Say thanks to Adam Campbell. 

3. Webmaster John is coming back as well! 

4. President Rainey: Are you aware that if you are a primary author on a piece of 

legislation it will be reflected on your biography.  

b. Diversity: 

1. Senator Ovenshire now with Chair Silensky are going to be trying to put 

together an event with College Republicans and Democrats. We’re having trouble 

getting everyone on the same page. 

2. Sam Hurmuzulu, if you have any questions about Diversity Committee come see 

us. shurmuzlu@smu.edu  

c. Endowment: 

1. None. 

d. Investments: 

1. Update on the portfolio. 

i. We are almost 5 and quarter percent up. From November to now we are 

up about 7 and a quarter percent.  

ii. Every year we have returned around 6 percent. 

iii. Google, J.P. Morgan, Valero doing well. 

iv. ChipMos, Ford, Kroger we are watching very closely.  

v. We purchased 10 shares of AutoZone, 90 shares of WellTower, 187 shares 

of Aramark, sold Southwest for a 36% return. 

2. Senator Gordon: What is the annual return for the S&P 500 in the same time 

frame? 

i. I’ll have to get back to you. 

3. Senator Kosub: What about the returns on those you just bought? 

i. AutoZone around the same, WellTower is up about 5 or 6 percent, and 

Aramark is down about 3%. 

4. Chair Lucci: can you make this available to the chamber? 

mailto:shurmuzlu@smu.edu
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i. Yes I’ll send it the dropbox and Will. 

5. Speaker Stovall: How much are you managing? 

i. About $350,000 which is allocated across stocks and bonds. We trade with 

about $150,000. 

6. Senator Kosub: What brokerage do you use? 

i. We moved to an online broker recently. 

ii. Follow up: Did you account for commission costs in your calculations? 

(1) Yes the commission is calculated in the prices we buy and sell at. 

e. Membership: 

1. There are apps out for several different chair positions. They are due Monday, 

February 6th at 5 p.m. 

2. 11:30-1:30 is a form of Night at the Club at the flagpole; please sign up for a shift 

to get general members.  

3. GM apps open tomorrow. 

4. We have a ton of senator vacancies. These all open on Monday February 6th.  

5. Election Code meeting on February 25th.  

6. Social event coming after vacancies. 

7. Chair Cox: Are you aware that there are vacancies which are special interest 

seats (two), is there anything you are doing specifically reaching out to the 

African American and Hispanic American communities have representation, 

seeing as other groups have representation here now.  

f. Scholarships: 

1. We are working on filling the DFW area full scholarship. Goes to an incoming 

freshman, and about 12 scholarships to current students. 

2. Senator Blakely: We allocated the money but it was not given away, is that 

correct? 

i. Correct.  

ii. Follow up: we will be giving out more than 1? 

(1) No.  

3. Senator Catlin: You say Dallas/Ft. Worth is that someone from here? 

i. Yes. 

g. Student Center: 

1. Looking for two senators, Mondays from 1-2 p.m. 

2. Working on renovations and basic working of the Student Center. 

h. Student Concerns: 

1. I do meet with dining once a month, so please let me know when stuff is going 

on. 

2. Coffee and Concerns tabling next Wednesday from 10-1. 

3. We’re spit balling ideas about the Republican and Democrat event. 

4. Senator Aggarwal: Can we have our meet and greets during your event? 
 

IX. SENATORIAL FORUM 

a. None.  

 

X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Secretary Jones: Come to Relay for Life’s fundraiser at Grub on Thursday all day! 

b. Parliamentarian DeVera: Undergraduate Rugby team we are leading the conference. 

c. President Rainey: Please come to Dr. Anthony’s memorial service tomorrow.  
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XI. SECOND ROLL CALL 

 

President Rainey  
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Chair Ehmcke  
Chair Hermeling T 
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    A – absent; T – tardy; E – excused 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

 

As there was no further business, the January 31st meeting of the 103rd Student Senate was 

adjourned at 5:18 p.m. by Speaker Stovall. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Will Jones 

Student Body Secretary  
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