
MINUTES OF THE  

100TH STUDENT SENATE  

GENERAL MEETING  

February 11, 2013  

Hughes-Trigg Forum 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

II.  VALUES STATEMENT 

a. I, as a citizen of the SMU community, commit myself to upholding the values 

of intellectual integrity, academic honesty, personal responsibility, and 

sincere regard and respect for all SMU students, faculty, and staff.  

 

III. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

IV. ROLL CALL 

President Trespalacios  

Vice-President Malhi  

Secretary Ladner  

Chief of Staff Finnegan A 

Parliamentarian Cornell  

Speaker Stephens  

Senator Adams  

Senator Barnes T 

Senator Bouillion  A 

Senator Cavender   

Senator Conway  

Senator De Muth   

Senator Dombrowski  

Senator Downen  

Senator Finley  

Senator Forrest   

Senator Giap T 

Senator Harker  

Senator Hopkins   

Senator Hutcherson  

Senator Jo Santillan  

Senator Kezar  

Senator McAuliffe  

Senator Noyce  

Senator O’Connor  A 

Senator Osuchukwu   

Senator Pederson   

Senator Phillips   

Senator Pondrom  T 

Senator Pool  

Senator Porter  A 



Senator Rogers   

Senator Rothstein  

Senator Sher  

Senator Stoker E 

Senator Sunderland  

Senator Tuohy  

Senator Wilson  

Senator Witthar  

Senator Writt  

Senator Zarate  

Chair Elmazi  

Chair Hami  

Chair Lee   

Chair McCluskey  

Chair Norkett T 

Chair Ona   

Chair Whelan   

 

V. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion to add all of senatorial forum before Presidents Report 

Motion to add Membership Committee Report (swearing in of new Senators) 

before Senatorial Forum 

Motion to add vote tally (10-0-1) under the Student Senate request in Finance 

Chair’s report.  

Motion to add Senator Harker to Senatorial Forum. 

All Approved. 

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  Motion to approve. Approved.  

VII. SPEAKER’S PODIUM 

1. Darrell Sims  

i. I am the VP of finance for the PMBA student advisory board for the 

Cox School of Business. I first want to say thank you. What you guys 

did was helped our ranking. We take our alumni and current students 

and have networking events to help them get into competitive 

companies. I want to thank you all for approving that. We want to do 

that again on April 18 and so we would like funding again. We are 

expecting a larger crowd. We need funding for food and equipment. 

If this is funded it will give an advantage to our students. 

ii. Are there questions. 

(1) Cavender: Can you elaborate on the speakers fees? 

(2) Sims: We are going to have…. 

(3) Senator Harker: How was it funded last year? 

(4) Sims: By student Senate. So, I just want to say thank 

you again.  

2. Alex M.  



(1) I am a general member of the Student Concerns 

Committee. I am here to talk about grades and grade 

deflation. I have compared our stats to similar 

universities. I know we were concerned with the 

differences with A’s and A- , which can lead to grade 

deflation. This is not fair because it involves comparing 

students to each other. I am thinking about writing  

Senator Pederson: do all professors have to do grade 

deflation?  

Alex: I am pretty sure that all of cox general classes do 

grade deflation. Some professors have to do that, so in 

writing the legislation, I would not discourage  

Senator Cavender: How do you think it hurts our 

rankings? 

Alex: if students are making lower grades, it lowers the 

quality of the school.  

Senator Pederson: I think you need to also address what 

the school does within Cox.  

Secretary Ladner: Does this affect admission into 

Business School. 

Alex: I don’t understand your question. 

Senator Santillan: Motion to extend time by five 

minutes. 

Senator Potter: I would consult with the businesses that 

do the hiring, to see if it is really an issue.  

VP Malhi: Thank you for doing this? Please come back 

and report after you write the bill. 

Senator Rothstein: Thank you for doing this. IT is cool 

that you are not a student senator and you are taking 

that kind of initiative.  

VIII. Membership  

i. New Business 

a. New Chairs:  
   Finance: Carole Finley  

   Membership: Carlton Adams  
   Organizations: David Lee  

ii. Old Business: 
Dedman: Mason Potter 
Asian American: Theresa Lee 

Lyle: Betsy Ehmcke 

Meadows: Connor Volz 
Transfer: Christine Vasily 

Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to Seal the Chamber. Approved.  

Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to see committee’s recommendation in bloc.  Approved. 

Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to Approve Committee’s Recommendation.  Approved. 

Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to un-seal the chamber.  Approved.  

Inauguration – New Senators sworn in. 



 

IX. SENATORIAL FORUM 

   

Senate Awards  

 Faculty: Brad Carter 
Senator Cavender: He is the longest tenured professor. He has been here 

for 44 years. He is one of the neatest guys to talk to and I believe since 

he is retiring. He should get it.  
  Greg Summers 

Senator Finely: He is the head of the masters of accounting. He is a true 

professor. Wants you to learn. I have had a great personal experience 
with him. I believe he deserves the award.  

  Tom Tunks 

President: He is the professor in meadows. He is the advisor to Alpha 

Chi, which the honors program here on campus. He will be a faculty 
resident  

  First Round: Vote:  

Carter- 32 

   Summers-5  

   Tunks- 5 

Carter won Majority in first round 

 

Administrators 

 Dean Camp:  

GAO Phillips: He is an all around awesome guy. He does the 

Oxford Studetns to Oxford.  

 President Turner:  

Senator Cavender: I’m shocked he has not gotten this award. He 

has been here since 1995. He has made significant contributions to 

SMU. He has raised big fundraising initiatives.  

 Chaplain Rankin:  

Senator McAuliffe: He oversees different Ministries. He does a 

good job of making SMU Diverse though he is a Christian. He 

served as interim of dean of students.  

 

First Round: Vote:  

 Dean Camp: 5 

 Turner: 20 

 Rankin: 19 

 

 Second Round: Vote:  

 Turner:18 

 Rankin: 26 

Rankin won in second round  

 

 Trustees 

  Gerald Ford:  

Parliamentarian Cornell: He did SMU undergrad and law. 



He has given a lot to the University. He gives interesting talks and 

lectures in many schools each year on the legal business and 

economic topics on which he is an expert, plus, he gave Ford 

Stadium and the Super Computer.  He is a cool interesting guy.  

   

Bobby Lyle:  

Senator Cavender: This is a good field. I serve with him on 

the building grounds committee. He and Gerald Ford made 

significant contributions to the school. 

  Caren Prothro:  

Senator Hutcherson: She is on the board of trustees. She 

has been on the board for a very long time. She has also been a 

vice chair head of the century campaign.  

First Round: Vote:  

  

Ford-22 

 Lyle:12 

 Prothro: 9 

Ford won a Majority in the first round 
 

Basketball Ticket Pick-Up 

 

Jaywin: How many people have gotten basketball tickets by waiting in line. I got 

my ticket and realized there are many inefficiency. I was 12th in line and there is 

no one to monitor the line and so many people jumped in line with their friends. It 

is also ridiculously. I got my ticket at 9:10 when the box office opens at 7:30.  I 

have a meeting with Skyler Johnson. 

Senator Cavender: Waiting in line is considered hazing. 

Senator McAuliffe: They can potential open up the ticket window earlier. There 

should also be a swipe system. 

President: I think it is also a good experience to wait outside, so I think there 

should be heaters. 

Parliamentarian: Swipe to get in while working out the kinks in the system. 

Senator Hutcherson: I think they should give as many tickets as they can, because 

they will sell the tickets the cant fill. 

Senator Potter: Why don’t we make this cheaper and put it online.  

Senator Barnes: Have a bunch of tables and a bunch of box office people. 

Senator Kezar: They only have 3 people working and that is not good. 

Senator Touhy: You should start thinking about season tickets.  

Senator Pederson: Aren’t there ticket windows inside? We should do it inside.  

Senator Wilson: How many are available.  

VP: 700-800 

Senator Santillan: There are other universities that do specific hours. They should 

divide ticket pick up time by class. 

Senator Ehmcke: Submit a tent roster.  

Senator Cavender: I went to a meeting where we talked about how standing in 

line for a ticket creates responsibility.  



Senator Pederson: When did you get there to camp out? 

VP: Midnight. 

Parliamentarian: Motion to extend Forum by 10 minutes.  

Senator Osuchukwu: What is the bigger concern- Camping out or the fact that 

there is not enough.  

Parliamentarian Cornell: Do the ticket limits raise questions about the fact that all 

undergraduate and many graduate students pay to receive tickets and often are not 

able to receive them?  

Senator Sher: Can we add a tickets section to Access under “essentials” 

Senator Rothstein: I like the idea of camping out but I think it should be on a 

Saturday or Sunday. I would rather not go on a day when I have a class. That will 

help students be able.  

Senator Potter: I like the idea of camping- but I think we should save money in 

different places.  

 

Senator Harker: anticipating forum to be afterwards, but forum is like a senators report.  

Met with Dean of the Engineering School; and past Dean, good meeting and 

created the joint council for engineering. Initiatives to start similar measures for 

other schools. Encourages others to join in and do it as well.  

 

 

 

VII. OFFICER REPORTS 

A. President Trespalacios  

 I will do Chief of staff report: 

 Who does not have a committee?  

  You can have a laptop for research but nothing else.  

  Do not text 

  Pay attention and vote for everything.  

i. Not on My Campus Campaign  

a. This will launch next Monday. I am curious as to who is 

interested. Raise your hand if you are.  

ii. Relationships/ Sexual Assault Speaker  

 I want to bring in a speaker w ho will talk about these topics. There 

is an author that I am interested but I don’t know if he can. So It would be 

great if some of you guys can research a new person.  

iii. 23 

 SMU basket ball is now ranked 23. This is because of student 

support as well as the team. However, I would like to point out that if you do 

not behave well, you will be kicked out.  

iv. Dean of Student Life: Joanne Vogel  

 We have a new Dean of Student Life her name is Joanne Vogel. 

She is here and go meet her! I will invite her to come next week.  

 Vote on super computer 

 Senator Pederson: What is a super computer.  

 Senator Harker: Someone gave SMU millions of dollars to buy a 



super computer, which is a means of data cyber security. 

Senator Santillian: We are the only school that has this as an 

initiative.  

Senator Harker: Whoever, chose the 5 get the ipad mini? Have 

they been notified.  

 President: I believe so.  

B. Vice President Malhi: 

i. Report  

a. If you are a new senator- look out for an email 

b. The date is final for the administrator meet in greet March 4- 3 

PM during the meeting.  

 

C. Secretary Ladner: 

i. Code of Conduct Revisions  

  Presented and will be voted on next week.  

D. Chief of Staff Finnegan: 

i. No Report  

E. Speaker Stephens: 

 i. End of Year Dinner   

F. Parliamentarian Cornell: 

i. No Report  

G. Executive Director Jones: 

 i. No Report   

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Finance 

i. New Business: 
Sisters Supporting Sisters: $450/450 (11-0-0) 
Club Tennis: $1,190/1,190 (11-0-0) 

Student Senate: $966/966 

 

Old Business: 
Indian Student Association: $9,410 / 10,810 
American Constitutional Society: $600 / 900 

PMBA SAB: $0 / 8,000 

Graduate Program in Religious Studies: $625 / 700 
APIL: $2,938 / 3,150 

Motion to see old Business in block. Approved. 

Motion to approve. Approved. 

Motion to extend finance committee report by 5 minutes. Approved.  
Motion approve old business. Approved.  

Motion to reconsider approval of old business and to see all of committee’s 

recommendations but the PMBA request in Bloc. Approved 17/7 
PMBA is now by its self.  

Motion to approve everything that is in bloc (everything but PMBA). 

Approved. 

 
Motion to enter into debate on debate PMBA request.  Approved 



Senator Cavender: There is a lot of shady stuff with this request. They 
wanted extra money “just in case” they need it. $300 appetizer plates is 

not necessary for a networking event. 

Parliamentarian Cornell: I agree with everything that Senator Cavender 

just said. What they asked for would appear to be ridiculously over 
inflated, plus they did not give us a breakdown to back up most of the 

funds they were requesting.  

 Senator Noyce: What makes this year’s event different from last years? 
 Chair Whelan: It is a little more this year. 

Senator Pederson: If you approved it last year, can they spend the money 

the exact same? 
Parliamentarian: We are not debating specific money aspects at this time, 

just whether or not we even want to amend the request at all to give them 

more money. 

 Chair Whelan: We cannot fund stipulations. 
 Senator Conway: How much did we give them last year? 

 Chair Whelan: $7,200 

Senator Conway: Why can they not get money from Cox? 
 Chair Whelan: They also have costs constraints. 

 Senator Conway: Is this open to everyone in cox and school? 

 Chair: Just cox and alumni. 
Senator Rothstein: If we vote to not fund them- they cannot get money at 

all?  

 Chair: Correct.  

Senator Pondrom: Can we table this and wait for them to come back with 
a better breakdown and reasons. 

Parliamentarian: The way I am reading the bylaws and policies it would 

not appear that we can table a request once it has reached this stage.  
 Chair Lee: I think we should give them some of the funding.  

GAO Phillips: You said you funded them last year? How was it 

different? 

 Chair: I do not recall.  
Chair McClukey: SMU was number 1 for networking and ranking are 

very important. I think this is two problem thing. Networking is 

important as it is the best way to get a job. That reflects good on the 
university.  

 Senator Noyce: I think that we should table it.  

Senator Hutcherson: Can you talk a little bit about how this is funded if it 
is not open? 

Chair Whelan: we usually fund selective groups such as sports team. You 

don’t want 50 freshmen coming to this event and ruin the point of it. 

Senator Cavender: I think for now, one event, is not going to move SMU 
in the ranking by 2 by any means.  

Senator Conway: I agree with Senator Cavender, but I think we should 

fund them even a smaller amount.  
 Senator Ehmke: are many alumni coming? 

Chair Whelan: Around 250 will be there. I think we should get a game 

plan. I will throw out a number $2,255. It funds the venue but takes out 
some of the appetizers. That is cost you all just have to stomach.  

GAO Phillips: I agree with Chair McCluskey. As a grad student, I can 

tell you that networking is key. 



Senator Cavender: If this was not Cox, we would not be having this 
discussion.  

 Senator Conway: Where would Senate stand if we funded this? 

Chair: We would be $130,000 left, split almost evenly between the two 

funds.  
 Senator Santillian: Where are they getting tables and chairs?  

 Chair: It is through the Collins Center.  

 Senator Potter: How much was Kevin Knox? 
 Chair; He would not be funded. 

Senator Potter: I think $2000 for a speaker is too much. They can get one 

from campus. 
Senator Osuchukwu: I just read an article that said networking is just a 

sixth of what contributes to ranking.  

Parliamentarian Cornell: Just to clarify, because of the way the rules for 

finance are structured, things cannot be tabled the second week after they 
have come up for a vote. We can either approve or reject it as it is or 

someone can propose an amount different from what the Finance 

Committee recommended and we can vote on that.  
 Motion to end debate. Approved. 

 Chair McCluskey: The $2000 was for Kevin Knox to find a speaker. 

Senator Pederson: Motion to amend recommendation to $5, 255. 
Approved 23/9.  

Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to approve the amended 

recommendation of $5, 255. Approved.  

B. Organizations 

i. New Business: 
Investment Club (Full) - Approved 5-0-0 
Golden Key (Probationary) - Approved 5-0-1 

Consulting Club (Temporary) Approved 6-0-0 

Old Business: 
CHYK West (Probationary) – Approved 5-0-0 

Alexander Hamilton Society (Probationary) – Approved 5-0-0 

Japanese Popular Media Club (Temporary) – Approved 5-0-0 
University Libertarians (Temporary) – Approved 4-1-0 

 

Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to see in block. Approved.  
 Parliamentarian Cornell: Motion to approve. Approved.  

C. Scholarship  

  i. No Report   

D. Diversity  

   i. No Report  
   

F. Communications 

  i. Report  

   Report Waived. 

G. Endowment  

 i. No Report  

H. Student Concerns Committee 

  i. Report.  



IX. NEW BUSINESS 

X. OLD BUSINESS 
XI. SENATORIAL FORUM 

 See Above  

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 Senator Precious: SMU rugby is playing U. of Dallas. 

 Senator Barnes: Sigma Chi Derby Days need people to sponsors. 

 Senator Giap: Hero’s service day is coming up! 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT   

 

 With no further business the Senate adjourned at 5:27P.M. 


