
 
 

M I N U T E S  O F  T H E  1 0 3 r d  S T U D E N T  S E N A T E 

G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  –  H U G H E S - T R I G G  F O R U M 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Speaker 

Stovall at 3:34 pm. 

II. VALUES STATEMENT 

I, as a citizen of SMU community, commit 

myself to upholding the values of intellectual 

integrity, academic honesty, personal 

responsibility, and sincere regard and respect 

for all SMU students, faculty, and staff. 

III. MOMENT OF SILENCE 

IV. FIRST ROLL CALL 

 

 

 S-103-14, S-103-15, and S-103-16 

introduced as new business! 

 

Next Chamber is 02/28/17! 

 

President Rainey  
VP Fletcher  
Secretary Jones  
GAO Potter  
Chief of Staff Reppond  
Speaker Stovall  
Parliamentarian DeVera  
Senator Adams  
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Senator Blakley  
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Senator Farr E 
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Senator Kosub  
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Senator Ovenshire  
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Senator Schlinkert  
Senator Shirzad  
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    A – absent; T – tardy; E – excused 

 

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Chair Lucci: motions to approve the agenda. The agenda was approved. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Senator Catlin: motions to approve the minutes. The minutes from the previous meeting of the 

103nd Student Senate were approved.  

 

III.  SPEAKER’S PODIUM 

a. Richmond Dewan, President of the Assembly, and Jennifer Post, SMU RLSH 

1. Briefing over events at Armstrong: 

i. Sunday at 5:10 the fire alarm in Armstrong was activated. A pipe on the 

fifth floor at a substantial link that was causing damage to the west wing. 

Approximately 60 minutes after the fire alarm occurred the fire 

department cleared the building. By then water had affected the first-

through fifth floors. 71 residents and 45 rooms were affected. The fifth 

floor sprinkler system was not functional, and residents were not allowed 

to stay overnight. The remaining floors’ water systems were on and RLSH 

even created a new fire plan in case of an emergency. 8:15 hotel 

information was sent out to students and were ready by 9 p.m. Also by 9 

p.m. Mustang Laundry cleaned all clothes affected and was paid for by 

SMU. At 4 a.m. the wall around a pull station caused another fire alarm 

and resulted in an evacuation. At 4:30 it was triggered by the same pull 

system. At 9 a.m. the alarm was tripped a third time, but was cleared 

before an evacuation occurred. RLSH is developing supplemental training 

for RA’s and staff. Students whose belongings were ruined have been 

communicating with administration on replacing such items. 

(1) Senator Kosub: Does RLSH have plans to check the other RCs’ fire 

systems.  

Senator Street  
Senator Taufiq  
Senator Waller  
Senator Wells  
Senator Wilbanks  
Chair Buerkle  
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(a) Dawn Risk Management: Yes we did that on Friday 

afternoon. We should have the root cause in the next week 

to ten days. 

(b) Follow up: How is RLSH going to specifically improve these 

procedures? 

(i) Jennifer Post: We have started working with our 

RCD’s and have given them a list of immediate things to 

do in such an emergency. We also have pre-drafted 

emails ready to send out so that communication is quick 

and efficient. 

(2) Senator Gilchrest: Do you have any information on a similar water 

issue in Crum this weekend? 

(a) Jennifer Post: Not related, how we understand it is that 

rain came through the window. In addition to drying those 

rooms out we will be finding out why these things occur. 

(3) VP Fletcher: Students are encouraged to buy Renter’s Insurance 

how does that apply here? 

(a) Ellen Holland: We provide insurance for all of our property, 

and since the root cause came from our property it will be 

covered. 

(b) Follow up: This seems like this is a trend, is this something 

bad with the contracting? 

(i) I want to assure you that the sprinkler systems are 

being looked at, FM Global the number one property 

insurer in the world. We have engineers coming in and 

checking all the pipes and buildings. 

(4) Senator Pliura: I heard from an RA that she had to wade through 

water to get to students rooms. This is unacceptable with safety 

issues. How will you train RA’s on safety? 

(a) That is why we have the alarm systems so that RAs and 

staff can get out of the building so it can be cleared by first 

responders. 

(5) Senator Kosub: Are you completely confidant that the system in its 

weakened and defective state could put out the fire? 

(a) Yes 

(b) Follow up: How is RLSH going to address the false alarm 

precedent that has been set in Armstrong? 

(i) Dewan: We are working with all the commons 

councils to make sure that fire alarms are being taken 

seriously.  

(ii) Holland: Every alarm is a real alarm.  

 

IV. REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES WITH NEW OR OLD BUSINESS 

a. Finance 

1. New Business: 

i. Honors Research Association………..…………………....…..$1440/1490 

ii. SMU Ballroom………………………………………….....…….$2280/2280 

iii. Embrey Human Rights Student Leadership Initiative…..$152/152.99 

iv. MEDLIFE………………………….…………………….…..$11,710/37,425 
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v. Relay for Life…………………….………………...…………..$9756 /9756 

vi. Program Council/Spectrum…………………..……………...$380/669.80 

vii. Program Council………..…………………………………….....…$0/1402 

viii. Program Council…………………………………………………….Tabled 

ix. Program Council………………………………………….……$1215/3515 

2. Senator Lucci: Why did Club Rugby have its funding cut? 

i. Originally when we saw them we had about half of our people at the 

committee meeting with only two senators. We were pressed for time. Our 

debate was centered on do we believe in Rugby as a team and no further. 

$9200 is absurd when we go to standards. We never fund that much for 

Club Sports. It was so out of character that it turned heads even in 

administration. We paid for entry fees and hotels and they have to pay for 

their flights, which is normally what occurs. IF we did this we would need 

to complete redo how we fund club sports. 

3. GAO Potter: We don’t fund food, but on the website we do in some circumstances, 

can you clarify? 

i. Chartered organizations on campus events for approximately $3 a head. 

4. Old Business: 

i. Asian Council………………………………………...…..$900/13,700 

ii. African Student Association……………………...…….$2250/8600 

iii. Club Rugby……………………………………..………$2450 /10,500 

iv. Lyle Ambassadors………………………………………..$1505/3695 

v. Reading for a Reason…………………….……………..$3628 /4008 

vi. Senate Diversity Committee……………………………...$150/500 

vii. SMUST………………………..………………….....…$1260/1919.50 

5. Chair Lucci: Motion to see old business in block. Approved. 

6. Senator Schlinkert: Motion to approve old business in block. Approved. 

b. Membership Committee: 

1. New Business: 

i. Committee Chair Recommendations 

(1) GAO Potter: motion to seal the chamber. Approved. 

(2) Finance: James Kuchler 

(3) Scholarship: Cameron Farr 

(4) Endowment: Trey Dalton 

(5) Organizations: Christopher Stuchly 

(6) Investments: Darren Poon  

(7) Student Center: still conducting interviews 

2. Old Business: 

i. None 

c. Organizations Committee 

1. New Business: 

i. Recommend for Full Charter 

(1) Intervarsity Christian Fellowship 

(2) Lyle Ambassadors 

(3) INFORMS 

2. Old Business: 

i. Recommend for Full Charter 

(1) Texas Society of Professional Engineers 

(2) Quidditch Club 
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ii. Recommend to Revoke Temporary Charter 

(1) Real Estate Club 

3. I ask that you deny my recommendation on Real Estate Club, new information 

has come to light that they are an active club and we have received all of their 

proper information and they will be eligible in 6 months for full charter. 

4. VP Fletcher: motion to deny the recommendation in regards to Real Estate Club. 

5. GAO Potter: motion to see recommended full charter old business in block. 

Approved. 

6. GAO Potter: motion to approve recommended full charter old business in block. 

Approved. 

7. We are looking to add a rule that any group coming to us for Temporary charter 

must host an event before receiving Temporary Charter. 

  

V. NEW BUSINESS 

a. S-103-14, by Mr. Lucci of Lyle, relating to the Creation of the Student Leadership 

Historical Commission 

1. If we don’t know what has happened in the past we could repeat mistakes. We 

need to know what previous senates have done. 

2. Goal to create a commission that would compile these records into a report that 

we could have available to anyone. Committee would last until the final meeting 

of the 104th Student Senate. This is an ad hoc committee that lasts for about a 

year and a half. 

3. Senator Kosub: Have you considered making this electronic and then compiling a 

comprehensive record? 

i. It is being considered. This is specifically to establish this committee and 

grants the specifics up to the committee. 

b. S-103-15, by Mr. Rainey, et al., relating to the DFW Scholarship Program 

1. President Torres established this in 2010. It is $11 prorated with tuition 

increases of the student fees. It is to fully fund a student from the DFW area. 

Lasted for three years and then hasn’t gone out again in the past three years. 

The responsibility of the scholarship fell under the executive committee. This 

puts the entire responsibility back under the scholarship committee. Charges 

them to discover how to more engage the DFW community to gain applicants and 

retain applicants. The issue now is what do we do with the money sitting in the 

account? We would like to use this money and transfer it to a new account for the 

renovations of the Student Center. Senate has been working on the Student 

Center for over five years but we haven’t much headway because we haven’t had 

funding. 

2. Senator Kosub: Will there be any other money 

i. In our talks with acting Vice President of Student Affairs Dr. Vogel, the 

student center will cost about 7-10 millions dollars. This only covers about 

$750,000 or 10%. There should be funding coming in from Student Life, 

and Dr. Vogel will be coming in soon to talk about that. 

ii. Follow up: Why not use this money to fund three scholarships?  

(1) First we need to change the criteria to make it a more successful 

program. I believe if we continued with program now it would fail 

with only a 33% retention rate. We are trying to fund scholars and 

also fund the student center and we can do both. We could use this 

money to have an effect on 3 students, or we could have an effect 
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on tens of thousands through the student center. If the funds 

aren’t used completely in the student center it will be reverted to 

the scholarship. 

3. Senator Shirzad: The three years cumulated account will go to the student center 

yes?  

i. The account funds four students a full year every year. The money next 

year for three students that won’t be used next year will also go to the 

student center fund. This money is not gaining interest.  

4. Senator Schlinkert: Has there been any talk in reducing fees and not taking this 

money anymore? 

i. Last year we actually passed a bill raising student fees $75 to pay for the 

student center but the Board of Trustees is pushing administration to not 

raise student fees anymore. I believe by reducing the fees we would lose 

and extremely valuable opportunity.  

5. Chair Buerkle: Have you considered making this an endowed scholarship? 

i. We can change the money at anytime through administrative process. 

There are pros and cons to making it an endowed program. 

6. Senator Dalton: Are we still pursuing giving out this scholarship this semester? 

i. Yes.  

c. S-103-16, by Mr. Lucci of Lyle, relating to an amendment of the Student Body 

Constitution to Implement Special Interest Seats and Revise Language 

1. This was born out of the three pieces that were passed last semester that made 

some constitutional changes.  

2. Secretary Jones: 

i. This will not affect S-103-7 through 9. It preserves the ehthnic minority 

senators while allowing other special interest senators. 

ii. Follow up: what do you mean by that coment 

(1) Rather than us approaching a special interest group, they have to 

approach us so we make sure we are doing what our constituents 

wants. 

3. Parliamentarian Devera: Do you have a document with exactly everything that 

is changed? 

i. Yes.  

4. President Rainey: I did go line by line through this. The only thing that seemed 

very different or new is that it would allow us to 2/3rds majority get rid of special 

interest seats, is this true? 

i. No that is the same as before.  

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

a. None. 

 

VII. OFFICER REPORTS 

a. President Rainey: 

1. Award nominations next week. 

2. Reception on March 7th for administrators. 

b. Vice-President Fletcher: 

1. Liaison emails thanks for sending those out. 

2. We are partnering with Not on My Campus, and I would request that you would 

email your organizations and ask them if they would like to participate. 
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3. Person of the week: Chair Hermeling 

4. Chair Cox: Are we able to get over $150? 

i. If you want more you have to go through weekly.  

5. Senator Klein: Do you have more details on the NOMC thing? 

i. However we can get the photos we want them. Just have them email you 

and then email me. 

ii. Follow up: So this isn’t a specific date it’s just having their photo taken 

with “not on my…” on their hand? 

(1) Yes 

c. Secretary Jones: 

1. Values  

d. Chief of Staff Reppond: 

1. Sustainability Committee 

i. Composting 

ii. Exterior Recycling 

iii. Community Garden 

iv. Phillip Jabour is very quick to say no. He wants to delay what we a re 

doing here until the Administrative Sustainability Committee is 

revamped. I would encourage that we audit our recycling policies.  

2. Committees if you have by-laws submit them to dropbox. 

3. Senator Kosub: How will the composting work? 

i. This is one of many ideas, this is my first priority but wont be of the 

committee. The specifics haven’t been worked out because that is a way 

down the road. 

ii. Follow up: Can you talk about the community garden? 

(1) We actually have a community garden north of the old Chi O 

house. We would love to put one at McElvaney. Jabour was very 

negative on that but we are meeting again. 

e. GAO Potter: 

1. No report. 

f. Parliamentarian DeVera: 

1. You can get credit for being in Senate! 

i. You can fulfill community engagement credit. 

ii. All you have to do is fill out what you did in Senate, and those documents 

will be sent to the UC office. 

2. Chair Cox: Do we get credit or just the engagement? 

i. Just community engagement. 

g. Speaker Stovall: 

1. Written report on page 4.  

2. Senators have a duty to hold exec to their job descriptions. I want to thank Chair 

Redetztke and President Rainey for consistently turning in reports, and I would 

hope those who don’t consistently turn in reports should. 

h. Executive Director Jones: 

1. No Report. 

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Communications: 

1. No Report 

b. Diversity: 
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1. March 1st is our Best Buddies event at the flagpole 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

2. We have reached out to a plethora of organizations to see what we can do to ease 

tensions on campus.  

3. Having an event with Women and LGBT Center. 

4. March 3rd with Human Rights Department there is a lobby day where students 

are asked to write letters to their representatives.  

5. Had a meeting about disability services on campus. We are solely addressing 

wheelchair accessibility on campus. A disabled person was not able to get access 

to Moore. 

6. Talked with Senator Aggarwal about an international student town hall. 

7. Chair Ehmcke: Are you aware that if the OMSA events all apply separately that 

would be better. 

i. Follow up: Are you aware that we can’t fund third party fundraisers.  

ii. I yield my time to President Rainey: 

(1) The senior gift to will be a tree  

8. Senator Kosub: Can you elaborate why the tree is $500 dollars? 

i. The tree is a gift and it comes with a plaque. Basically Phillip Jabour.  

c. Endowment: 

1. We will be meeting from 3-3:30 in Suite 300. We are looking for one extra senator.  

2. Pony Preview Day, 9:30-1 

i. Hosting 400 fifth through seventh grade students for tours. I would love 

to have 30 student volunteers and will be paired with an alumnus. We 

will meet outside of Meadows parking lot.  

3. Monday-Thursday the week before spring break we will be doing the Student-to-

Student giving initiative. 

d. Investments: 

1. No report. 

e. Membership: 

1. Senator applications closed. Conducting interviews Friday-Monday.  

2. GM apps will be opening soon.  

3. Social event is coming. 

4. Election Code Meeting Saturday February 25th at 3 p.m. 

f. Scholarships: 

1. Please share the scholarship stuff on Facebook.  

2. Senator Kosub, point of information: if we don’t have a school represented do we 

have quorum? 

i. Yes, quorum is half the senate voting members plus one. 

g. Student Center: 

1. Prioritized renovation plans. 

h. Student Concerns: 

1. Reached  
 

IX. SENATORIAL FORUM 

1. None. 

 

X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Pok fundraiser tomorrow for Relay for Life. Please go! 



 

9 
 

02/21/17 

//17 

 

/16/16 

 

/16 

 

/2016 

 

 

b. Monoluges of black women in the HT Theater, there will be soul food, and starts at 7:30 

again come late. Black Excellence Ball on Saturday Night, 7 p.m.  

c. CAPS meeting with some representatives from across campus and fi your interested in 

improving psychiatric services at SMU its in Starbucks Fondren at 6. 

 

XI. SECOND ROLL CALL 

 

President Rainey  
VP Fletcher  
Secretary Jones  
GAO Potter E 
Chief of Staff Reppond  
Speaker Stovall  
Parliamentarian DeVera  
Senator Adams  
Senator Aggarwal  
Senator Beckman E 
Senator Blakley E 
Senator Brooks  
Senator Catlin  
Senator Dalton  
Senator Farr E 
Senator Fuller  
Senator Garner E 
Senator Gilchrest E 
Senator Gutierrez  
Senator Healey T 
Senator Hyde E 
Senator Ibad E 
Senator Klein  
Senator Kosub  
Senator McLaughlin E 
Senator Mitchell E 
Senator Ovenshire  
Senator Pliura E 
Senator Reid E 
Senator Schlinkert  
Senator Shirzad  
Senator Spencer E 
Senator Street  
Senator Taufiq  
Senator Waller  
Senator Wells  
Senator Wilbanks  
Chair Buerkle  

 
Chair Cox  
Chair Ehmcke  
Chair Hermeling A 
Chair Hopkins E 
Chair Gonzalez  
Chair Lucci  
Chair Redetzke E 
Chair Silensky  
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    A – absent; T – tardy; E – excused 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

 

As there was no further business, the February 21st meeting of the 103rd Student Senate was 

adjourned at 5:23 p.m. by Speaker Stovall. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Will Jones 

Student Body Secretary  

 

Chair Troy 

c 

sen 

 


